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I 0O Mr.. 
N many of our late converſations on the 
ſufficiency of ſcripture as a rule of faith, on 
the rights of conſcience, and the authority of 
fallible men to preſcribe articles, as a teſt of ortho- 
doxy in the Chriſtian Church, I remarked with 
pleaſure, that you expreſſed an earneſt deſire to 
be acquainted with the principles on which we 
founded our diſſent from the Church of Eng- 
land. 

vou obſerved, that you had often heard us 
repreſented as a prejudiced, bigotted, and obſti- 
nate ſet of people, who ſeparated from the mode 
of religion eſtabliſhed in our country, not ſo 
much from any regard to conſcience as from 
vanity and perverſeneſs, and that ſuch was the 
character lately given of us in a ſermon preached 
before a great perſonage. 


You candidly owned, indeed, that you ſome- 
times ſuſpected there were reaſons for our diſſent 


which you never thoroughly underſtood; becauſe 


you knew many men of ſolid learning, and exemp- 


lary 
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lary piety; who voluntarily embraced poverty and 
diſtreſs rather than accept the fair dignities and 
emoluments poſſeſſed by the church, and held out 
to their acceptance. Beſides this, you are too 
well acquainted with the Exgliſt hiſtory to forget 
that there were near two thouſand of the clergy 
(men of unſullied characters) in the reign of 
Charles II. who quitted their livings in the church 
when it took its preſent form, apd threw them- 
ſelves and their numerous families on the provi- 
dence of God and the wide world for their ſup- 
port, rather than conform to that eſtabliſhment 
which now takes place. 

I own I do not wonder that theſe facts, with 
which hiſtory and your own obſervation have fur- 
niſhed you, ſhould cauſe you to ſuſpect that there 
are ſome powerful reaſons for our diſſent; and 
the more readily comply with your requeſt of 
fairly repreſenting them to you, as I promile 
myſelf that you have faith and fortitude ſufficient 
to follow Truth wherever it may lead you, even 
though your attachment to its ſacred cauſe ſhould 
ſubject you to ſome worldly inconveniencies. 

Were you, my friend, as much devoted to the 
world and all its vain concerns as ſome men ! 
have known, I ſhauld deſpair of your calm 
attention to any ſubje& like this, which has net- 
ther profit nor pleaſure in the worldly ſenſe to 
propoſe : but you, I flatter myſelf, have ſuch 
ingenuity and rectitude of mind, that you will 
religiouſly attach yourſelf to the cauſe of Truth 
wherever you diſcover it, and that you will judge 
now upon this caſe, as one who expects himſelf 
to be hereafter judged for the talents which be 
poſſeſſes. 91 — 

The ability of perceiving and profeſſing the 
truth, is a moſt important talent or walt [fo 
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which we are to be accountable to the great 
fountain of truth by whom it was given. One 
principal end of our Lord's coming into the 
world was to bear witneſs to the truth, and one 
principal glory and characteriſtic of his diſciples 
is, that they love the truth, that they ſeck and 
prefer it to all worldly conſiderations. The 1n:- 
proVement, therefore, which we have made, and 
the reverence which we have paid, to this part of 
the Divine Image in which we are formed, can- 
not ſurely paſs unnoticed at that awful tribunal, 
where nothing but lotegrirr and truth can appear 
with honor. 

Believing you, Sir, to feel the full force of theſe 
important conſiderations, I ſhall endeavour to in- 
form you, with the ſincerity of a Chriſtian, and the 
freedom of a Briton, why 1 am a Diſſenter from 
the Church of England. The firſt general prin- 
ciple on which 1 1 50 my diſſent (a principle 
which I ſhall frequently refer to, and particularly 
apply) is this, that no civil magiſtrate has, ever 
had, or ever can have any right, authority, or 
power over the conſciences and religion of men; 
that his claiming to himſelf the interpretation of 
the Scriptures which contain the Chriſtian reli- 
gion, is aſſuming a power with which no civil 
I- magiſtrate ever can be inveſted, without directly 
0 oppoſing the very genius and ſpirit of that divine 
ch religion which it pretends to eſtabliſh: for the 
Chriſtian reli2ion is an addrets to the reaſon and. 
underſtandings of mankind ; eſtabliſhments are 
an addreſs to their prejudices and paſſions. In the 
one, the love and the purſuit of truth is ſtrongly 
inculcated; in the other, it is weakened if not 
deftroyed by the temptations of intereſt and 
wridly preferment. The language of the Chril- 
tun religion is, Prove all itings, Bald. fait pat 
B 2 We ich 


E 4 } 


which is good; but that of the civil magiſtrate is, 
J have proved and examined for you, and unleſs the 
you hold faſt what I have determined to be right, n 
you ſhall be deprived of many temporal advan- 
tages here, and without doubt periſh everlaftingly 
PST; 1292-7623." 5 d c 

There never was, there never can be, my friend, 
any faithful alliance between the genuine ſpirit 
of Chriſtianity and the maxims of worldly- minded 
ſtateſmen. The rulers of mankind are ſatisfied 
with mere lip ſervice: they aim not at the heart, 
and, indeed, the allurements which they propoſe 
are calculated to pervert the underſtanding rather 
than to inform it. Wherever fallible men pre- 
fume to annex preferments to their arguments, it 
is a ſtrong preſumption of the weak neſs of their 
cauſe, and that deſpairing of real converts, they 
will content themſelves with pretended ones. 
- There is no man who entertains a juſt idea of 
the dignity of human nature, but muſt treat with 
an honeſt and laudable contempt every reſtraint 
which any civil magiſtrate preſumes to lay on his 
reaſoning powers; and it is to this honeſt pride of 
man I attribute it, that though many are tempted 
to ſubſcribe their unfeigned aſſent and conſent to 
this unchriſtian uſurpation, yet they ſo frequently 
appear ſolicitous of making ſome atonement for 
the treaſon which they have been guilty of againſt 
the ſacred rights of conſcience; and will, either in 
converſation, in their ſermons, or their publi- 
eations, reſume thoſe privileges which chey hac 
before renounced, and will think for themſelves, 
notwithſtanding their folemn declarations 0 
aſſenting and conſenting to the determinations ol 
the Church. So many are the inſtances of this 
contradiction between the ſubſcriptions and the 
writings, fermons, and converſation of — 
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the clergy, that I cannot help obſerving how 
much the cauſe of the Diſſenters is ſupported, 
and virtually eſpouſed even by the clergy of the 
eſtabliſnment: for every one who either prints, 
preaches, or ſpeaks on religious ſubjects, in the 
leaſt inconſiſtently with the articles which he has 


authority of the Church in matters of faith, only 


0 g 

Lich this melancholy aggravation, that the pro- 
+ MW fcfied, the non-ſubſcribing Diſſenter has every 
c. Wl advantage reſpecting conſiſtency and ſincerity. 


This mortification, ſo painful to every generous 
mind, I - moſt heartily wiſh to be for ever 
removed. But beſides this undue, this pernicious 
influence on the minds of men, from the afſumed 
authority of the civil magiſtrate, I have many 
reaſons, in my opinion, of great weight, which 
ek luſtify my diſſent from the Church of England: 
i" tor 1 think it is very evident that ſhe is a Diſſenter 
from the Church of Chriſt. I ſhall particularly 


his inſtance in her doctrine, in her ſpirit, in her con- 
eftien or frame, and in ſome of her offices and 
red ms of public worſhip. 


As to her doctrines, I ſhall firſt mention two 
nu hat relate to the power and authority aſſumed 
by her in matters of religion, which I think 
totally inconſiſtent with the allegiance we owe to 
Chriſt, and with the nature of religion itſelf; 
- Weoctrines that appear to me of moſt important 
and moſt dangerous conſequence, and which one 

cannot but be aſtoniſhed that in an age of ſo 
uch light, and of ſo much ſcepticiſm and infide- 
Wy, they are ſuffered to continue. I mention 
eie firſt, becauſe they are the foundation of all 
er other impoſitions and corruptions, and if 
ey are well grounded, we have nothing to do, 
B 3 but 


ſubſcribed is in fact a Diſſenter, and renounces the 
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which is good; but that of the civil magiſtrate is, 
J have proved and examined for you, and unleſs 
you hold faſt what I have determined to be right, 
you ſhall be deprived of many temporal advan- 
tages here, and without doubt periſh everlaftingly 
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There never was, there never can be, my friend, 
any faithful alliance between the genuine ſpirit 
of Chriſtianity and the maxims of worldly-minded 
ftateſmen. The rulers of mankind are ſatisfied 
with mere lip ſervice : they aim not at rhe heart, 
and, indeed, the allurements which they propoſe 
are calculated to pervert the underſtanding rather 
than to inform it. Wherever fallible men pre. 
fume to annex preferments to their arguments, it 
is a ſtrong preſumption of the weakneſs of their 
cauſe, and that deſpairing of real converts, they 
will content themſelves with pretended ones. 

There is no man who entertains a juſt idea of 
the dignity of human nature, but muſt treat with 
an honeſt and laudable contempt every reſtraint 
which any civil magiſtrate preſumes to lay on his 
reaſoning powers ; and it is to this honeſt pride of 
man I attribute it, that though many are tempted 
to ſubſcribe their unfeigned aſſent and conſent to 
this unchriſtian uſurpation, yet they ſo frequently 
appear ſolicitous of making ſome atonement for 
the treaſon which they have been guilty of againſt 
the ſacred rights of conſcience; and will, either in 
converſation, in their ſzrmons, or their publi- 
eations, reſume thoſe privileges which they had 
before renounced, and will think for themſelves 
notwithſtanding their ſolemn declarations 0 
aſſenting and conſenting to the determinations oh 
the Church. So many are the inſtances of this 
contradiction between the ſubſcriptions and the 
writings, fermons, and converſation of — 
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the clergy, that I cannot help obſerving how 
much the cauſe of the Diſſenters is ſupported, 
and virtually eſpouſed even by the clergy of the 
eſtabliſnment: for every one who either prints, 
preaches, or ſpeaks on religious ſubjects, in the 
leaſt inconſiſtently with the articles which he has 


ſubſcribed is in fact a Diſſenter, and renounces the 


authority of the Church in matters of faith, only 
with this melancholy aggravation, that the pro- 
feſſed, the non-ſubſcribing Diſſenter has every 
advantage reſpecting conſiſtency and ſincerity. 
This mortification, ſo painful to every generous 
mind, I moſt heartily wiſh to be for ever 
removed. But beſides this undue, this pernicious 
influence on the minds of men, from the aſſumed 
authority of the civil magiſtrate, I have many 
reaſons, in my opinion, of great weight, which 
of luſtify my diſſent from the Church of England: 
iber 1 think it is very evident that ſhe is a Diſſenter 
from the Church of Chriſt. I ſhall particularly 


his MW inſtance in her dorine, in her ſpirit, in her con- 
orion or frame, and in ſome of her offices and 
Fr” forms of public worſhip. | 

. As to her doctrines, I ſhall firſt mention two 


achat relate to the power and authority aſſumed 
fore) her in matters of religion, which I think 
inst totally inconſiſtent with the a go” we owe to 
rin Chriſt, and with the nature of religion itſelf; 
doctrines that appear to me of moſt important 
and moſt dangerous conſequence, and which one 
cannot but be aſtoniſhed that in an age of ſo 
auch light, and of ſo much ſcepticiſm and infide- 
ty, they are ſuffered to continue. I mention 
eie firſt, becauſe they are the foundation of all 
er other impoſitions and corruptions, and if 
hey are well grounded, we have nothing to do, 
1 but 
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but ſubmit to all her en and require 
ments in awful ſilence. 

The firft is Article XX. That the Church 
bath power to decree rites and Ceremonies, and autho.. 
rity in controverſies of faith.“ 

The ſecond is, That every prieſt in this 
Church, from the higheſt archbiſhop to the 
meaneſt curate in the land, hath power and 
authority from Almighty God, even in the name 
of the Holy Trinity, to forgive or to retain the 
ſins of men. See the Qtfice of Ordination, and 
of Viſitation of the Sick. 

Theſe two pofitions, to which every clergyman 
gives his unfeigned aſſent and conſent, contain 
doctrines of the moſt alarming and moſtdangerous 
nature: they are the very ba/ts and foundation of 
the whole ſyſtem of Porery, the two grand 
pillars on which the enormous fabric of the Papal 
Hierarchy reſts. Admit but the truth of 7he/c, 
and the Church of England immediately becomes 
felo de ſe : it is condemned of itſelf, and at one 
blow overthrown : the glorious Reformation muſt 
have been unjuſtifiable, unrighteous, and ſchiſ 
matical, and all the ceremonies and rites which 
the Church of Rome had decreed, all the con- 
troverſies of faith which ſhe had authoritatively 
determined, all rhe articles concerning purgatory, 
image-worſhip, auricular confeſſion, tranſübſtan- 
tiation, canonization of ſaints, &c. which in a2 
ſacred ſynod at Trent ſne had ſolemnly pro— 
nounced to be believed and received, all theſe 
were to be reverently accepted and religiouſly 
obſerved ; and Luther and Cranmer, Ridley and 
Calvin, by preſuming to oppoſe their private 
opinions to the deciſions of the Church, were 
guilty of rebellion againſt eccleſiaſtical as} 

an 
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and all their followers, the Proteſtants, ſtand con-. 
demned of the fame crime, and are partakers in 


the guilt. 


[ forbear, Sir, to expatiate upon all the 
dangerous and abſurd. conſequences a crafty 
Jeſuit would draw from the two doctrines above 
mentioned, which the Church obliges all its 
clergy to profeſs and openly avow. 

How abſurd is the complaint that Popery pre- 
vails I. when we thus lay ourſelves open, and 
furniſh the very weapons with which it makes its 
molt ſucceſsful attacks. 

If things continue as they are, no wonder if it 
ſhould Rill more prevail, till with its fiſter, [nfi- 
delity, it has fatally ſapped the foundations of the 
Church of England. 

Betwixt chele two ftones how ſoon» may it be 
ground to powder |! 

Having thus ſeen the power and authority 
claimed by the Church in matters of faith and ſal- 
vation, let me repreſent to you the manner in 
which ſhe has exerciſed theſe exorbitant claims. 

The Church of England teaches, and obliges 
all her biſhops and clergy to teach, and ſolemnly 
to ſubſcribe, as in the preſence of Almighty 
God, © That whoever WILL BE SAVED, before all 
things it 15 NECESSARY that he bold the faith con- 
tained in what is commonly called the Atbangſian 
Creed; WHICH FAITH except EVERY ONE doth keep 
whole and undefiled, be fhall wir HOH vousr 
PERISH EVERLASTINGLY.” And having preſumed 
minutely to explain the inexplicable myſtery of 
the ever-bleſſed Trinity, and darkened the plain 
truths of Chriſtianity, by a variety of unmeaning 
and unintelligible definitions, ſhe adds, “ Se that 
IN ALL THINGS 4S 15 aforeſaid, the Unity in Tri- 
nity, and the Trinity in Unity is to bz worſhipped. 
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He therefore that WILL BE SAVED muſt THUS think 
of the Trinity. This is the Catholic Faith, which 
except a man belicve faithfully (i. e. heartily and 


ſincerely) HE CANNOT BE SAVED.” 

Are theſe the terms of ſalvation and damnation 
publiſhed by Jeſus Chriſt! If not, muſt” it not 
be an high crime againſt the * Majeſty of Heaven, 
for fallible and weak men to publiſh” in his 
Church other terms of falvation and damnation 
than his goſpel hath : eſtabliſhed ? Have ſuch 
nothing to apprehend from that awful ſentence of 
St. Paul, (Galat. i. 8.) * But if we or an 
angel from Heaven preach any other goſpel to 
you than that ye have received, let him be 
accurſed.“ Vou will be pleaſed, Sir, to obſerve 
that the objections of the Diſſenters as ſuch, to 
this part of the Church's doctrine, did not ariſe 
from their diſbelief of the doctrine of the Tri- 
nity; for at the time of the ſeparation, this con- 
troverſy was wholly unattended to, and the ma- 
Jority of the Diſſenters even new do, I preſume, 
firmly believe the doctrine of the Trinity: but to 
make the belief of any human explications of it, 
eſpecially thoſe of that proud and ignorant man 
(whoever he was “) who fabricated: this Creed, 
abſolutely and indiſpenſably neceſſary to ſalvation, 
and to pronounce all who do not receive it, moſt 
certainly and eternally damned, this to us appears 
an act of ſuch profane raſhneſs and preſumption 
as every good Chriſtian ſhould from his ſoul 
abhor. | | 

Again in Article XIII. The Church teaches and 
obliges all her clergy to believe and to teach, © That 


* Athanaſius, *tis well known, was not the maker of this 


Creed, which never appeared in the world till more than 209 
vears after his death, 
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works done before the grace of Cuxis and the inſpir- 
ation of his ſpirit, are not pleaſing to God, foraſmuch 
as they ſpring not of faith in Feſus Chriſt , neither 
do they make men meet to receive grace: Yea rather 
we doubt not but that they bave the NnaTuRE or 
six.“ | 1 ITE 94 | | J 
What! were none of the worthy actions of a 
gocrates, a Plato, a Cato, of the noble youth in 
the goſpel who had made it his great care to 
keep God's commandments, whom Jeſus behold- 
ing loved bim; nor the alms and prayers of Cor- 
nelius, which went up as a memorial for bim before 
Cod, were none of theſe at all pleaſing to Gop; 
but had all without doubt the Nature of Sin“! 
Our bleſſed Saviour ſeems to have thought 
otherwiſe, when ſending forth his diſciples with 
the offers of his goſpel of grace, he bids them, 
when they entered into a city or houſe, to enquire, 
who in it were worthy; 1. e. meet to receive 
grace, and, if the people in it were worthy, to take 
their meaſures accordingly, Matt. x. 11. | 
In its office for private baptiſm, and article IX, 
the Church teaches and obliges all its clergy to 
believe and to teach, that every new-born infant 
that cometh into the world 1s born in the wrath 


* There are few perhaps, (but ſome I have known) who 
have ſuppoſed the aſſertion of the apoſtle, Rom. xiv. 23. 
That whatſoever is not of faith is fin, merely from the ſound 
of the words, to be a proof of the doctrine of the article ; 
whereas it appears from the former clauſe of the verſe, viz. 
He that doubteth is damned if he eat, becauſe he eateth not of 
faith, as well as from the preceding context, that faith in 
this paſſage does not mean the Chriſtian faith in general, but 
merely a perſuaſion of the lawfulneſs of eating certain meats, 
This the apoſtle forbids their doing with a doubting mind, 
agreeable to that maxim of all writers on the ſubje& of mo- 
rals, That no man ought to do what he doubts the lawfulneſs 
'f doing, or as the apoſtle expreſſes it, whatſoever is not of 
faith (a clear perſuaſion of mind) is fin, 

of 
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of God, and deſeryerh God's wrath and. dam. 


nation 

What an idea muſt this give of the ever-bleſſet 
God, the Father of mankind, and Father of mer. 
cies! Jeſus Chriſt we khow took little children 
into his arms and bleſſed them, and held them 
forth to his diſciples as objects deſerving their love 
and imitation. But behold! the Church of 
England holds them up (though they have done 
neither good nor evil) as objects delerying God's 
wrath. and damnation! 

What mind can help revolting at the very men- 
tioning of ſuch a doctrine? 

The Church farther teaches, - Sit, Article 
XVIII. That they are io be beld accuRSEeD why 
preſume 16 ſay, that every man ſhall be ſaved by the 
low or ſeft. which be profeſſeth, ſo that he be dil:- 
gent to frame his life according to that law, and 
ihe light. of nature.” So that according to the 
Church's doctrine it is an accurſed thing to believe 
that a Socrates, a Plato, a virtuous Mohammedan, 
or a conſcientious Chineſe, will find mercy with 
God (who is not an hard maſter that expects to 
reap where he has not ſown) and be finally Javed. 

Does not St. Peter ſeem to fall under this heavy 
curſe, who lays, (ſpeaking to this very point) of « 
truth I perceive that God is no reſpecter of perſons, 
but in every nation, be that feareth him and worketh 
righteouſneſs is accepted of him? Acts x. 34, 35. 

Again in Canon XXIX. The Church teaches 
and requires, That no PARENT ſhall be urged 0 
be preſent, nor ſhall be admitted to anſwer as godfather 
(i. e. as /pon/or for its religious education) at the 
baptiſm of his OWN CHILD. „ How aſtoniſhing a 
decree this! That the AR ENT to whom Gop ond 


Nature have committed the education of the 


child, in whoſe family it is to grow up, under 
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whoſe eye and immediate care its principles, 


manners, and character are to be formed, ſhould 
not only not be admitted to be a partner at leaſt in 
this great truſt, but that ſuch unaccountable care 
is taken, and ſo expreſs a prohibition given, that 
he ſhall not be urged to be even preſent at the 
tranſaction of this important affair! 

The Church of England allo teaches, and com- 
mands its clergy, over every perſon brought to be 
buried, (the unbaptized, excommunicated, and 
ſelf-murderers excepted) how profligate or vile 
ſoever their whole courfe of life hath been, with 
much ſolemnity to declare, That it hath pleaſed 
Almighty Gop, of his great mercy, to take to him- 
felf the ſoul of this their dear brother; they there- 
fore commit his body to the ground, in ſure and cer- 
tain hope of the reſurrection to Eternal Life; they 
give God hearty thanks, that it hath pleaſed him 10 
deliver this their brother (this wicked and pro- 


phane man) cat of the miſeries of this finful world, 


and pray Ged that ' when themſelves fhall deport 
out of this life they may reſt in Chriſt, as their hope 
is this their brother doth.” 

Is this, my friend, the doctrine of Chriſt? Hath 
he not exprelly told us, Be not deceived, neither for- 
nicators, nor adulterers, nor thieves, nor druntards, 
Sc. ſhall inberit the kingdom of God, 1 Cor. vi. 
9, 10. Have not thoutands of immortal ſouls 
probably been lulled into a dangerous ſecurity, 
under an heavy load of guilt, by ſeeing the 
remains of men much viler and more wicked 
than themſelves, thus committed to the grave, 
with hope that they reſt in Chriſt, and that they 
are paſſed into the conſolations and joys of 
Heaven ? ET. 

It is a well known fa& that archbiſhop San- 
croft was fo diſſatisfied with this burial office, 


that 
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that he acknowledged to Dr. Tillotſon, that for 
that reaſon he had never taken on him a cure of 
louls. | ; ON vid 
Beſides, what amazing inconſiſtency and ſelf- 
contradiction is ſeen in this matter! The Arians 
and Secinians, who in the morning from the deſk, 
before God and the congregation, are ſolemnly 
pronounced iMPOSSIBLE #0 be ſaved, and are ſent 
down WITHOUT DOUBT. to everlaſting ' damnation; 
nin the evening at the grave, before God and the 
lame people, are ſolemnly declared to be taken by 
Almighty God, in great mercy to himſelf, and that 
| THEREFORE they commit their bodies to the ground, 
| in ſure and certain hope, Cc. | | 
| The doctrine of predeſtination alſo, as exhi- 
bited in Article XVII, - manifeſtly tends, we 
think, to encourage negligence, ſecurity, and 
vain confidence in ſome, and to create a gloomy 
deſpondency and horror in others, . who having 
« (as the article expreſſes it) continually before 
* their eres the ſentence of God's predeſtination, 
« ſuffer a moſt dangerous downfall, whereby the 
devil doth thruſt them either into deſperation, or 
| into wretchleſsneſs of moſt unclean living, no leſs 
| e perilous than deſperation.” - | 
How contrary this to the mind of God as 
revealed in the Holy Seriptures, who would have 
all men to be ſaved, and is not willing that any 
fpould periſh, but hath given bis Son a ranſom for 
; all, and hath ſworn by himſelf, that be deſires not 
| the death of a finner ! 
I think, Sir, you will acknowledge that there 
| is conſiderable weight in the objections, which I 
| have urged againſt the doctrines of the Church 
of England. But perhaps you may ſuggeſt, that 
whatever errors and abſurdities they may contain, 
they bear hard only on the clergy, who alone art 
5 * bobliged 
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obliged to ſubſcribe and to declare their unfeigned 
aſſent and conſent to theſe᷑ articles. The laity, it will 
be ſaid, are at full liberty to give or to withhold 
their approbation, as their own judgment directs. 

The learned Doctors of your Church, Sir, will 
tell you, that you have not this liberty; but 
that the church conſiders all its members as 
obliged to conform their religious ſentiments 
and practice to the articles and rites its authority 
hath preſcribed. 0 

But waving that point, let me beſeech you to 
conſider with great attention, that the religion of 
Jeſus Chriſt is a ſacred truſt committed to you by 
God, committed with a ſolemn charge that you 
keep i it pure and undeſiled. 

If you ſee then a Church which aſſumes to itſelf 
the prerogative of Chriſt, dominion or authority 
over the faith of Chriſtians, and which, in conſe- 
quence of this enormous claim, gives many 
wrong, exceeding wrong and injurious repreſen- 
tations of the perfections and government of the 
ever-blefſed God, and preaches ſuch terms of 
ſalvation and damnation to mankind as Chriſt 
never preached ; a Church which dooms to un- 
doubted everlaſting perdition ſome of the moſt 
religious and virtuous amongſt men, and at the 
ſame time gives hope of eternal happineſs to ſome 
of the moſt impious, debauched, and profane 
a Church which repreſents the FaTyer or 
Mercits as angry even to wrath with the whole 
human race, new- born babes not excepted, 
and ſubjecting them to a ſentence of tremen- 
dous damnation, for an act which was done thou- 
lands of years before they came into being: 


* Stebbing, Rutherford, &c, 
| If 
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If you ſee a Church which repreſents the righ. 
teous, compaſſionate Father of mankind, a8 
electing a few, by an act of ſovereign pleaſure, 


from amongſt the numberleſs millions which 


himſelf had created, and placed in this weak and 
degenerate ſtate, and without any regard to their 
moral character or actions, predeſtinating this 
few to everlaſting life and happineſs, but even- 
tually conſigning or leaving all the reſt without 
remedy, and without hope, to fink into ever. 
laſting damnation and death: If you ſee a Church 
that is cenſorious, intolerant, ſchiſmatical, that 
rejects from its communion ſome of the worthieſt 
and beſt of men, and at the ſame time admits 
{ome of the vileſt and moſt corrupt, that denounces 
curſes and excommumications upon whoever ſhall 
affirm to be ſuperſtitious or erroneous the rites it 
hath invented, and the doctrines it hathidecreed *, 
or that ſhall ſay, that a virtuous, conſcientious 
heathen will finally be ſa ved: In aword, a Church 
which aſſumes to itſelf a power to give the Holy 
Ghoſt, and to confer upon all its clergy in the 
name of the Holy Trinity, authority. to forgive 
er to retain the fins of men, I appeal to your teri- 
ous thoughts, if you ſee the moſt holy religion ot 
your Saviour (who will:alfo ſoon be your Judge) 
thus corrupted, deformed, expoſed ro the con- 
tempt of ſcoffing unbelievers, made a dangerous 
{tumbling block, and an occaſion of offence to 
inquiſitive minds, whether in this caſe, your duty 
to Almighty God, your allegiance to Jeſus Chriſt, 
your concern for the honour and ſucceſs of his 
goſpel, your love to your fellow men, your 
regard to the account which you are ſoon to glve 
of your fidelity to this truſt, do not ALL loudly 


* See Canon IV, V, VI. 
call 
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call upon you to declare openly your profef 

ainſt theſe corruptions of Chriſtianty, and to 
profeſs youtſelf a Diſſenier from chat Church. 

In vain do men worſhip, who teach fer dectrines 
the commandments of men. Remember the ſolemn 
charge the Apoſtle hath given, 1 Tim. vi. 3. F 
any man teach otherwiſe, and conſent not to whole- 
ſome chords, even the. words of our Lord Feſus 
Chriſt, and the dofirine which is according to God- 
lineſs, 1. e. which gives worthy and juſt notions 
of the ever bleſſed God, from ſuch withdraw 
thyſelf. And again (ver. 13, 14) J give thee 
charge in the ſight of God who quickeneth all things, 
and before Jeſus Chriſt, who before Phntius Pilate 
witneſſed a good confeſſion, that thou keep this 
commandment (this religion of Chriſt) without 
ſpot unrebukable, until, the appearance of our Lora 
Jeſus Cris... 


* I think that, from the nature and intention of public 
worihip, it cannot be indifferent to me, in a moral and reli- 
gious view, whether the doctrines and the ſpirit of the 
Church to which I give my public countenance, are con- 
formable to the doctrines and ſpirit of Chriſtianity or not. 
When I attend the public worſhip of God, I ought to con- 
ſider myſelf, in all the devotional parts of the ſervice, as 
engaged in a ſolemn addrefs to the Supreme Being, under 
thoſe characters, and as poſſeſſed of thoſe perfections, which 
reaſon and revelation have, in my own deft judgment, aſcribed 
ta him; and by my attending any particular Church in pre- 
ference to others, it is virtually declaring, that the profeſſed, 
the peculiar principles of that Church are ſuch as | avow, 
ſuch as I wiſh to ſupport, as far as my perſonal attendance 
and example will do it. 
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Syixir of the Cuvrca of ExGLaxd, 


AND THE 
S INIT of JESUS CHRIST. 


ir any Man if any Church) hath not the 
Spirit of CHRIST, it is none 9 hns, 
ROM. viii. 9. 1 e 


HE ſpirit of Jeſus Chriſt is catholic, tole- 

rant, "liberal, breathing univerſal love: its 
characteriſtics are mutual condeſcenſion, bearing 
with one another's different ſentiments in religion, 
holding the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of 
peace. The ſervant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, 
but be gentle to all men, in meekneſs inſtructing 
thoſe who oppoſe themſelves. Receive one ano- 
ther, but not to doubtful diſputations. Who art 
thou that judgeſt another man's ſervant.? to his 
own maſter he ſtands or falls. If thy brother be 
grieved by thy meats (rites or ceremonies) now 
walkeſt thou not charitably: deſtroy not him 
with thy meats for whom Chriſt died : if meats 
(rites or ceremonies) make my brother to offend, 


1 will eat no fleſh while the world ſtandeth, 
make 


tp, 1 
make my brother to offend. Bleſs and curſe 
not. 

Is this, Sir, the ſpirit which the Church of 
England breathes ? Let impartiality judge. The 
acts of uniformity, which are the parents that gave 
it life, and the pillars on which it ſtands, ſhall 
witneſs what manner of ſpirit it is of. 

By 1ſt Eliz. it declares and enacts, © That if 


* any perſon or perſons whatſoever ſhall, by open 


« tained, or any part thereof, he ſhall for the firſt 
« offence forfeit an bundred marks, for the ſecond 
four hundred marks, and for the third all his 


x 2 life. 

By another at (9 and 10 of W. III.) it decrees; 
% That if any one ue in the Chriſtian religion, 
and profeſing the ſame, ſhall by writing, print- 
ing, teaching, or adviſed ſpeaking, deny the 
* Chriſtian religion to be true, or the Holy Scrip- 
*« tures to be of Divine Authority, or any one of the 
« perſons in the Holy Trinity to be God, or maintain 
that there are more Gods than one, he ſhall fer 
* the firſt offence be rendered incapable of holding 

* any office or place of truſt, and for the ſecond, be 

rendered incapable of bringing any attion, of 
* being guardian, executor, legatee, or purchaſer 


* of lands, and to ſuffer three years impriſonment 
* without bail.” 


the act 13 and 14 of Charles II. the Church very 
cruelly caſt out and deprived of their livings, 
and threw upon the wide world, with their nume- 
ous diſtreſſed families, a great number of her 
pious, learned, and laborious clergy, Manton, 
Bates, 
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« words, declare or ſpeak any thing to the dero- 
gatian, depraving, or deſpiſing the book of Com- 
non Prayer, Fc. or of any thing therein con- 


goods and. chattels, and ſball ſuffer impriſonment. 


You will alſo be pleaſed to remember, that by 


Pool, and near two thouſand more. | 


U 
Bates, Baxter, Owen, Calamy, Flavel, Hove, 


On what account? Why for no other fault 
than refuſing © to ſubſcribe the thirty-mine articles, 
and to declare ſolemnly before Gon their unfeigned 
* aſſent and conſent to all and every thing contained 
in, and preſcribed by the book of Common 
* Prayer, and the form and manner of ordaining 
and conſecrating biſhops, prieſts, and deacons.” 

The ſame illiberal and ungenerous ſpirit which 
thruft out in the laſt age thoſe two thouſand con- 
feſſors, whole names will deſcend with honour to 
the lateſt poſterity, hath continued to operate in 
the preſent age, ſo as to ſhut the doors of the 
Church againſt ſuch excellent and worthy cha- 
racters as Henry, Watts, Doddridge, Grove, 
Chandler, Foſter, Leland, Abernethy, Pierce, 
Hallet, Duchal, Lowman, Lardner, Taylor, 
&c. &c. names of no mean rank in the republic 
of facred literature, illuſtrious defenders of the 
Chriſtian revelation, and of the rights of mankind, 
able miniſters of the New Teſtament, who ſhine 
with diſtinguiſhed luſtre (no doubt) in the Church 
Triumphant above, though they could not be 
admitted to fill the meaneſt curacy, or to officiate 
in the loweſt ſtation, amongſt the clergy of this 
uncatholic imperfect Church below. Nay, upon 
e illiberal-a plan is this Church at preſent formed, 
that ſhould any of the moſt celebrated foreign 
divines make a viſit to this, nation (or were it 

even poſſible for the Apoſtle Paul himſelf to do it 

notoneof them could be aſked or ſuffered to preach 

in any chapel or church (unleſs he had firſt before 

ſome biſhop read the Thirry-nine Articles, and 

declared his unfeigned aſſent to the ſame) under 

penalty of three months impriſonment in the 

common jail, without bail or mainprize. Is 75 
| In 
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Sir, the ſpirit of genuine Chriſtianity, of the 
Holy Catholic Church, and the Communion of 
Saints? Seriouſly conſider it, then tell me how 
you would define the ſpirit of Antichriſt. 

As a farther illuſtration of the meekneſs and 

ntleneſs of the ſpirit of this Church, its Canon 
(IV) ſolemnly denounces, That whoever ſhall 
« affirm that the form of God's worſhip, con- 
« tained in the Common Prayer, hath any thing 
“jn it that is repugnant to the Scriptures, let 
« him be excommunicated, ipſo facto; and not 
ebe reſtored but by the biſhop of the place, 
« after his repentance, and public recantation of 
« ſuch his wicked errors.” 4 

Canon V. denounces the ſame heavy curſe 
upon whoever ſhall affirm, That any of its 
e thirty- nine Articles are in any part ſuperſtitious 
or erroneous, or ſuch as he may not with a good 
« conſcience ſubſcribe unto.” 

Canon VII.. denounces the ſame excommuni- 
cation, ipſo facto, upon whoever ſhall affirm, 
„That the government of the Church of Eng- 
and, under his or her Majeſty, by Archbiſhops, 
« Biſhops, Deans, Archdeacons, &c. &c. is 
* repugnant to the word of God.“ 

How tremendous a thing this excommunication 
ipſo facto is, let the learned canoniſts of the 
Church inform us. 

At denounces a man accurſed, devoted to the 
« devil, ſeparated from Chriſt and his Church's 
* communion *,” By archbiſhop Wake we are 
told, © Firſt, in this caſe there is no need of any 
* admonition, as where the Judge is to give ſen- 
«* tence, but every one is to take notice of the 
law at his peril, and to ſee that he is not over- 


* Godolphin's Rep. Canon. pag. 625, 626. 
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e taken by it; and ſecondly, that there is no 
need of any ſentence to be pronounced which 
the Canon itſelf hath paſſed, and which is by 
*© that means already promulged upon every one 
* as ſoon as he comes under the obligation of 
it Lyndwood alſo ſays, © By the excom- 
« munication, ipſo facto, the perſon ſtands excom- 
„ municated, nullo hominis miniſterio interve- 
„ niente, i. e. by the fact itſelf, without a 

* proceſs, judgment, or ſentence of any court.“ 

The unhappy perſon who is excommunicated 
(which may be and often is done fot not paying a 
trifling ſum) is not only ſhut out of the Church, 
debarred Chriſtian communion, not to be interred, 
when he dies, in holy ground, but is diſabled from 
enjoying many civil immunities z and if be does 
not ſubmit himſelf, and recant within forty days, 
may be committed to priſon by a writ, De excom- 
municato capiendo, where he mult lie till he periſhes, 
if he do not retra&t ; for the Archbiſhop himſelf 
cannot abſolve him, "till after his c ag and 
revoking his wicked errors. 

I beg leave to finiſh: my obſervations on theſe 
unchriftian principles, by mentioning the LXXIII 
Canon, which denounces “ excommunication; 
ys * iis facto, upon all miniſters, or: any other 

perſons, who ſhall meet together in any private 
« « Fouts to confult upon any matter or courſe to 
* be. taken by them, or upon their motion by 
* any other, which may tend to the impeaching 
or depraving of the doctrine of the Church of 
England, or of the book of Common Prayer, 
or of any part of the government or diſcipline 
* now eſtabliſhed therein.” 80 that if thoſe 
learned and pious clergymen, the authors of the 


* Wake's Appeal, page 22. 
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Free and Candid Diſquiſitions, ſhould have met 
together in any private houſe, to compare their 


_ judicious and candid. remarks, and to prepare 
them for the public inſpection, they all ſtand by 
this Canon excommunicated. ipſo facto, and 


their miniſterial functions in the Churth are 
, forward rendered null and abſolutely 
wid. ä 

Ic is to me, Sir, I aſſure you, no agreeable 
taſk to point out theſe blemiſhes in a Church 
which bears fo high a rank amongſt thoſe called 
the Reformed; but as the cauſe of Chriſtianity is, 
I am verily perſuaded, exceedingly hurt by them, 
and as a general reformation of thoſe which are 
{till enſlaved by the tyranny of Rome, is, we hope 
in God, not far off, how greatly is it to be wiſhed 
that the Church of Euglaud ſhould be rendered 
as free as poſſible from every defect, and be eſta- 
bliſhed upon as pure and as cathohc a plan as 
human wiſdom and piety are able to effect, that 
it may be ſet up as a kind of fandard to the 


. 


nations around, a pattern to copy after in the 


change they will hereafter make in their eccle- 
ſiaſtical affairs : | 
But, in abatement of the ſeverity of theſe Ca- 
nons and Laws, perhaps you will obſerve, that 
they are all, as to us of the preſent age, mere life- 
leſs forms, an unmeaning and dead letter, ſince we 
feel nothing of their rigour, but write and ſpeak 
as freely upon theſe ſubjects, without any moleſ- 
tation from them, as if no ſuch laws had ever 
been made. 33 | 
I anſwer, this favour we owe not to the SpirIT 
of the Church, as an eccleſiaſtical conſtitution, 
but (through the mercy. of God) to the Se1k1T of 
the Times, to the equity, the moderation, and 
o good 
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good policy of the State“ . Theſe unrighteous 
Laws and Canons of the Church are ſtill in full 
force, though by the wiſdom of government their 
malignant power 1s reſtrained. They are till 
held as a tremendous rod over all the oppugners 
of the Church rites, who every moment lie at 
mercy. - Though the act of toleration hath freed 
us from the oppreſſion of thofe penal laws which 
relate to mere nonconformity to the eſtabliſhed 
mode of worſhip, yet it has left others, very 
ſevere ones, in full power to diſtreſs us, ſhould 
the adminiſtration of theſe kingdoms ever fall 
into tyrannical hands, which God forbid + | 

Though we are fincerely thankful to the favour 
of Heaven, and the juſtice of our governors, for 
the bleſſings enjoyed ſince paſſing the act of tole- 
ration, yet it is far from being (as it has generally 
been called) an equitable one. I 

It by no means reſtores to us that liberty, and 
thoſe rights, which both as men and as Chriſtians 


we can juſtly claim: it preſcribes ſuch conditions 


of our exerciſing thoſe rights as no civil govern- 
ment, we humbly apprehend, can equitably pre- 
ſcribe; for even by this act an authority is till 


The act of toleration (ſays the learned author of the 


Alliance betwixt the Church and State) happened not to be 
the good work of e Church, begun in the conviction of 
truth, and carried on upon the principles of charity, but was 
rather owing to the vigilance of the STATE, wiſely provident 
for the ſupport of civil liberty. Poft{cript in anſwer to Lord 


_ Bolingbroke. 


+ The anathemas in our Canons (ſays an excellent perſon) 


are ſo inconſiſtent with the ſpirit of Chriſtianity, that it is 


quite neceſſary to gore with them as ſoon as may be. They 
are the language of the Apocalyptic — moſt certainly, 
not of the diſciples of the meek and lowly Saviour of men; 
and yet is not the book which contains this language ordered 
to be read ſo many times a year (once at leaſt, if not oftener) 
in all our churches? Candiq D{/quiſitions, p. 172, Note. 
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claimed over the faith of thoſe who ſtand-in no 
manner of eccleſiaſtical relation to the Church. 
Our diſſenting miniſters have renounced her dig- 
nities, receiye none of her wages, and deſire only to 
worſhip God according to their own conſciences : 
notwithſtanding this, every one who miniſters in 
our Churches, without having firſt ſubſcribed 
publickly thirty-five of theſe dark, unſcriptural, 
diſputable Articles, is liable by law to grievous 
and oppreſſive fines, and may be totally ruined ; 
by the /aws_ of men, for not only innocently, bur | 
yirtuouſly obeying what he thinks to be com- 
manded by the Jaws of God. Surely in this libe- | 
ral and enlightened age, and in Britain, the glory 
of all lands, for the freedom with which truth is | 
allowed to diſplay its charms,, where the rights of 
humanity and the nature of religion are 1o well [ 
underſtood, this ſtate of our caſe ſhould awaken ö 
a generous indignation and promote an immediate | 
relief; for the ſubſcription enjoined by this act | 
is a yoke to which many of the moſt virtuous and | 
learned of our miniſters dare not ſubmit, and 
from which thouſands of your own, we preſume, 
groan for redemption, travelling in pain, longing | 
to be delivered into the glorious liberty of the | 
ſons of God. 3 BY | 
The noble Proteſt which the honourable mem | 
bers of the preſent Hauſe of Commons have entered i 
againſt theſe yarighteous and intolerant acts, by 
their almoft unanimous vote for their repeal; and 
the truly Chriſtian and patriotic ſpirit with which 
it was ſupported by many of the molt illuſtrious | 
Lay-Peers in the Hauſe of Lords; we conſider as an I 
happy. omen that the day of religious truth and | 
liberty begins to dawn, and is cheriſhing the ce- {f 
leſtial fruits of righteouſneſs and peace, to plant | 
Sd | and j 
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and promote which the ſon of GOD came down 
trom Heaven, and preached his Goſpel amongſt 
Men. 

But extremely unhappy is the Fate of the 
Church that thoſe who are called its paſtors and 
Overſeers, ſhould, inſtead of defending, betray its 
moſt ſacred rights: and not entering themſelves 
into the doors of religious liberty which their great 
MasTz, at the price of his blood, hath ſet open, 
ſhould exert their united force cryelly to ſhut it 
up; and to hinder thoſe who would enter. But, 
how hard is it to drink deep into the ſpirit of 
this world, and at the ſame time to imbibe, and 
to act vigorouſly under the influence of the divine 
Spirit of Jzsus CnrisT! His kingdom, he hath 
told us, is not of this world: its ſplendors and 
pomps are apt to dazzle and pervert the brighteſt 
underſtandings, and to corrupt the ſoundeſt 
hearts: The friendſbip of the world, is enmity 10 
GOD, to righteouſneſs and truth ! | 

But —in this we rejoice, —The cauſe muſt be 
reheard before an awful tribunal, in which Jesvs, 
our once crucified Logp, will preſide : when their 
Lorqdſhips, diſrobed of all temporal diſtinctions, 
muſt ftand upon a level with ſuch men as Dad. 
dridge, and Watts, and Leland, and Lardner— 
whom their Lordſhips have lain under a legal in- 
capacity, and have thereby virtually forbidden 
them to preech the goſpel to mankind. Alas! 
how dear ught, at the price of the leaſt infringe- 
ment of integrity, are theſe temporary bawbles, 
mitres, and thrones, and ample revenues, if they 
at all forfeit, or even diminiſh, the title to that 
crown' of Glory which the sUPREME PASTOR will 
then beſtow ? Thar Crown, we know, will then 
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to preach his goſpel under great worldly diſcour- 
agements; chuſing rather affiiitton, with the teſti- 
mony of a good conſcience, than to enjoy the plea- 


ſures and emoluments of a ſinful compliance; 


which will ſoon vaniſh as a dream; and will at 
leaſt degrade, if not exclude, from that everlaſt- 
ing Kingdom. of Gon, which is thenceforward to 
take / To that righteous Fudge of man- 
kind, and ſupreme Hean of the Church, we 
chearfully commit our cauſe; not doubting but 
he will plead it before the impartial world; and 
with humble reſignation wait the event. 
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Of the Conſtitution of the Church of 
England, and of the Church of 


 CnrisT. 


HE Church of Jeſus Chriſt is a holy, 

catholic Church, and a communion of 
ſaints, a congregation of faithful men, in which 
the pure word of God is preached, and the ſacra- 
ments duly miniſtred, Article XIX. 

It is a holy Church, repreſented as an immacu- 
late Spouſe, to be preſented to the great Bride- 
groom, without ſpot or blemiſh, or any ſuch 
thing, Eph. v. 27. A temple of the living God, 
which if any man defiles, him will God deſtroy, 
x Cor. itt. 17. A holy city or community, into 
which nothing that 1s defiled, no openly profane 
and immoral perſon, is permitted to enter, Rev. 
xxi. 27. Thele are ſpots in your feaſts, Jude 12. 
The Apoſtle ſays, caſt out therefore from amongſt 
you that wicked perſon, 1 Car. v. 13. 
ls the Church of England ſuch an holy Church 
formed upon this divine model? Is ſhe not in this 
reſpect, in the ſight of the whole world, a Diſſenter 
from the Church of Chriſt ? Does ſhe not, by her 
teſt law, receive into her boſom multitudes of 
the moſt debauched, profligate, and profane 
men, and in effect compel them to come in and 

partak® 
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partake, of her moſt holy rites, and to eat and 
drink at the table of that Lord whoſe name they 
blaſpheme, and whoſe religion they abhor? Is not 
this what our Saviour calls taking the childrens 
bread, and caſting it to dogs ? | 
Again, the Church of Chriſt is a catholic 
Church, and a communion or community of 
aints. It gathers together all the children of 
God, all righteous and good men, wherever diſ- 
perſed abroad, whatever their particular ſenti- 
ments or opinions may be, into one bleſſed 
ſociety, one family, one body. They are all bre- 
thren, fellow members, in this one houſhold or 
Church of God, and as ſuch are all to eat as at one 
table (a communion or common table) in token 
of their relation to Chriſt their common head, 
and of their affection to one another: for we 
being many, are one bread, and one body; for 
Fe are all partakers of that one bread, 1 Cor. 
Wo | 
Bur is the Church of England thus catholic, and 
communion of ſaints? Obſerve her conduct. 
\t the ſame time that ſhe admits to her commu- 
on crowds of notorious  frners whom the Kin 


0 ominates to a poſt, ſhe rejects all foreign Pro- 
e eſtants upon the face of the whole earth, and all 
v. he moſt religious Diſſenters in theſe kingdoms, 
2, ho, beſides acknowledging obedience to all the 
t Wommands of Chriſt, will not obey alſo an arbi- 
nary injunction of her own: that is, all who 
ch. aufe to eat this ſacramental ſupper in any other 
11s Wan a table poſture, as Chriſt, and his apoſtles, 
ter WC all the primitive Chriſtians undoubtedly did, 
* d not in an adoring poſture, as the Pope and 


s cardinals, and all believers in tranſubſtan- 
ation, direct it to be done, 


There 
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There muſt be ſomewhere a very great fault, 
ſays archbiſhop Potter “, „when any. one of the 
* meaneſt believers is excluded from commu. 
nion who deſires to embrace it on terms which 
* God has preſcribed, As the Chriſtian religion 
< has been completely publiſhed to the world by 
* our bleſſed Lord and his apoſtles, . no addition 
* can be made to it without a new reyelation; 
<« here then is no room for innovation.” 

- In the Church af Chrift, the Lord's Supper is 
inſtituted and uſed only for ſpiritual and religious 
ends: in the Church of England it is notorioully 
both inſtituted and uſed for political-and worldly 
ends, as a qualification for a civil or military pot 
In the former it was appointed with intention 
and as a mean of uniting all Chriſtians, and of 
deſtroying all variance and diſtinctions betwixt 
them: in the latter it is appointed with intention 
and as a mean of diſcriminating and dividing 
them; of ſeparating ſome Chriſtians from othe; 
Chriſtians, and thus of ſtrengthening and per. 
petuating diviſions amongſt them. 


The rod with which the Church of Chriſt chal: 
tiſes its delinquents is ſpiritual, not carnal ; but 
the rod of the Church af England 1s carnal, not 
ſpiritual. By the conſtitution of the former the 


excommunicated member is only to be deprive 


of ſpiritual privileges, ſuch as fellowſhip |! the 
prayer, ſinging, ſacraments; it meddles not wi" moſt 
his civil rights: but by the conſtitution of m Civil 
latter, the excommunicated perſon is «delivere I 
over to the civil arm to humble and chaſtiſe hin ſhini 
to ſtrip him of many invaluable natural rights, and worlc 


if he does not repent in forty days, to caſt him intd 
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priſon, where he may lie and periſh. As ſee 
age 20. = | h 
Farther, the Church of Jeſus Chrift is a king- 
dom not of is world“, not formed upon the 
model, not ſupported by the powers, not ſhining 
with the pomps and ſplendors of this world: it 
was its glory that it made its way, and was eſta- 
bliſhed upon earth, not only without, but in direct 
ſition to them. Ye are not of the world, our 
Lord tells his diſciples, as I am not of the world g. 
I bave choſen you out of the world. The grand 
deſign of his religion is to call off men's attention 
from, and to mortify their affections to, the 
grandeurs and pomps and riches of this world; 
admoniſhing us that THESE are not of the FarHER, 


uncorrupted virtue, who holds faſt the ſimplicity 
and purity of the goſpel, the man who is never 
drawn by any emoluments of this world, nor 


ſcience, or to deviate from the path of TRV, 
and of R1GHT, this is the man who will riſe into 
the preferments and dignities of the Meſhah's 
kingdom, which is ſhortly to take place, and will 
there not only abide, but reign with him for 
ever. | 

But let any man attentively conſider the 
Church of England, and wilt he not ſee it to be 
moſt indiſputably a kingdom of this world; a 
civil polity or conſtitution formed after the model, 
ſuited to the taſte, - ſupported by the powers, 
ſhining with the pomps and ſplendors of this 
world, an entire creature of the State? See, its 
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* John xvii. 36. 4 xvii, 16, xv. 19. 
John ii. 16, 17. | 


il biſhops 


but of the wok lp, and will vox 'paſs away: but 
he that doeth the will of God 4, the man of 


ever tempted by its frowns, to violate his con- 
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biſhops and paſtors are princes of this world! 
have their palaces and thrones, which no duke, 
ear}, or peer of the realm hath. They are ſeated, 
and rank amongſt the nobles of this word, f. 
ting in the temple (the church) of God, ſhewing 
themſelves as Gods (rulers) amongſt men; have 
large provinces ſubjected to their temporal domi. 
nion (for ſuch it really is, though falſely called 
ſpiritual); have their courts, their chancellor, 
their regiſters, and a long train of inferior off. 
cers, by which they exerciſe lordſhip and tempo. 
ral authority and juriſdiction over men, contrary 
to the expreſs command and injunction of our 
bleſſed Lord, Mark x. 42, 43. It SHALL Vor 
be ſo amongſt you! (© 

| Behold! the long and pompous train of Arch. 
biſhops, Dioceſan Biſhops, Chancellors, Dean, 
Archdeacons, Canons,  Chanters, Rural Dean,, 
Prebendaries, Regiſters, Sub Deans, Præcentors, 
Reftors, Vicars, Curates, &c. Find you any of 
theſe offices in the grand Charter of the Chriſtian 
Church, the Scriptures of the New Teſtament? 
Not the leaſt ſign of them there! Trace them 
back to their origin, they came not, you will ſee, 
from the apoſtolic fountain of Jeruſalem, but from 
the corrupted ſource at Rome. Who were the 
firſt fathers and founders of this hierarchy ? Were 
they not undoubtedly the Pope and his conclave? 
Are they not the creatures of Romiſh avarice and 
ambition, of Italian extraction, ſent over to 
deluded Britain in times of deep ignorance, fixing 
themſelves by falſhood and fraud in ſome of the 
faireſt and fatteſt of our provinces, graſping rich 
manors, worming themſelves into poſts of higheſt 
dignity and truſt, and heaping ſo vaſt a load of 
riches and - honours on that devouring idol th: 


Church, till it ſunk under the enormous mon 
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and the Reformation, a partial Reformation took 
lace? 
g But are there, Sir, no offspring of theſe Italian 
fathers, it may be aſked, ſtill exiſting in Britain, 
no ſucceſſors to their dignities, their rich reve- 
nues, their powers, ſtill viſible amongſt us? 
None who ſhine upon the thrones, fatten in the 
ſtalls, and baſk in the rich livings of their Romiſh 
predeceſſors, committing ravages upon the Church 
by Commendams, Diſpenſations, Pluralities, Non- 
reſidencies, whilſt multitudes of learned and labo- 
rious clergymen are ſtarving upon poor curacies, 
or on ſcanty and mean livings, one performing 
the office, another taking the benefice; one doing 
the work, another ſacrilegiouſiy graſping the 
wages given for that work, to the diſgrace of 
humanity, to the ſcandal of our conſtitution, to 
the deep reproach of Chriſtianity, the ſacred 
name of which is profaned by being proſtituted 
to purpoſes ſo unrighteous and baſe ? 
What are your ideas, Sir, of that vine of the 
earth, Rev. xiv. 18, 19. whoſe cluſters, when 
fully ripe, the angel is commanded to thruſt in 
his ſharp ſickle, and to gather, and to caſt them 
into the wine-preſs of the wrath of Almighty 
God? Who would not tremble at the awful 
judgment that follows, if he knows himſelf to 
have any lot or ſhare in this matter ? See ver. 20. 
But to conclude this head. The Church of 
England is moſt apparently a Diſſenter from the 
Church of Jeſus Chriſt; a fociety abſolutely diſ- 
tinct, as they have two different SUPREME HEADS 
or fountains of power, whence all authority, juriſ- 
diction, and miniſtrations in the #zve Churches 
teverally ſpring. | | 
In the Church of Ch#i, Himſelf is the ſupreme 
bead, the onLY lawgiver and ſovereign; 70 ts 
| there 
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biſhops and paſtors are princes of this world! 

have their palaces and thrones, which no duke, 

ear}, or peer of the realm hath. They are ſeated, 

and rank amongſt the nobles of this worn, ,. 

ting in the temple (the church) of God, ſhewing 

themſelves as Gods (rulers) amongſt men; have 

large provinces ſubjected to their temporal domi. 

nion (for ſuch it really is, though falſely called 

ſpiritual); have their courts, their chancellor, 

their regiſters, and a long train of inferior offi. 
cers, by which they exerciſe lordſhip and tempo. 

ral authority and juriſdiction over men, contrary 
to the expreſs command and injunction of our 
bleſſed Lord, Mark x. 42, 43. It SHALL Vor 
be ſo amongſt yu! 7 | 

| Behold! the long and pompous train of Arc} 
biſhops, Dioceſan Biſhops, Chancellors, Dean;, 
Archdeacons, Canons, Chanters, Rural Dean, 
Prebendaries, Regiſters, Sub Deans, Precentors, 
Rectors, Vicars, Curates, &c. Find you any of 
theſe offices in the grand Charter of the Chriſtian 
Church, the Scriptures of the New Teſtament? 
Not the leaſt ſign of them there! Trace them 
back to their origin, they came not, you will ſee, 
from the apoſtolic fountain of Jeruſalem, but from 
the corrupted ſource at Rome. Who were the 
firſt fathers and founders of this hierarchy ? Were 
they not undoubtedly the Pope and his conclave? 
Are they not the creatures of Romiſh avarice and 
ambition, of Italian extraction, ſent over to 
deluded Britain in times of deep ignorance, fixing 
themſelves by falſhood and fraud in ſome of the 
faireſt and fatteſt of our provinces, graſping rich 
| manors, worming themſelves into poſts of higheſt 
l dignity and truſt, and heaping ſo vaſt a load of 
| riches and : honours on that devouring idol the 
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and the Reformation, a partial Reformation took 
lace ? 
- Bur are there, Sir, no offspring of theſe Italian 
fathers, it may be aſked, ſtil} exiſting in Britain, 
no ſucceſſors to their dignities, their rich reve- 
nues, their powers, ſtill viſible amongſt us? 
None who ſhine upon the thrones, fatten in the 
ſtalls, and baſk in the rich livings of their Romiſh 
predeceſſors, committing ravages upon the Church 
by Commendams, Diſpenſations, Pluralities, Non- 
reſidencies, whilſt multitudes of learned and labo- 
rious clergymen are ſtarving upon poor curacies, 
or on ſcanty and mean livings, one performing 
the office, another taking the benefice; one doing 
the work, another ſacrilegiouſly graſping the 
wages given for that work, to the diſgrace of 
humanity, to the ſcandal of our conſtitution, to 
the deep reproach of Chriſtianity, the ſacred 
name of which is profaned by being proſtituted 
to purpoſes ſo unrighteous and baſe? 
What are your ideas, Sir, of that vine of the 
earth, Rev. xiv. 18, 19. whoſe cluſters, when 
fully ripe, the angel is commanded. to thruſt in 
his ſharp fickle, and to gather, and to caſt them 
into the wine-preſs of the wrath of Almighty 
God? Who would not tremble at the awful 
judgment that follows, if he knows himſelf to 
have any lot or ſhare in this matter ? See ver. 20. 

But to conclude this head. The Church of 
England is moſt apparently a Diſſenter from the 
Church of Jeſus Chriſt; a fociety abſolutely diſ- 
tinct, as they have two different SUPREME HEADS 
or fountains of power, whence all authority, juriſ- 
diction, and miniſtrations in the wwe Churches 
teverally ſpring. | 

In the Church of CHriſt, Himſelf is the ſupreme 
bead, the oxLY lawgiver and ſovereign; to ts 

* there 
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there ĩs but one Lord. One is your maſter, eben 
Chriſt +. Gave him to be head over all things to the 
Church x. But the Church of England has ano. 
ther, a quite different ſupreme head, namely the 
King or the Queen of theſe realms; © veſted with 
all power, to exerciſe all manner of eccleſiaſtica] 
« juriſdiction ; and archbiſhops, biſhops; arch. 


. «© deacons, &c. have no manner of juriſdic. 


<< tion eccleſiaſtical, but by and under the King 
or Queen's Majeſty, who hath full power and 
authority to hear and determine all manner of 
« cauſes eccleſiaſtical, and to reform and correct 
all, errors, hereſies, enormities whatſoever, 
which by any manner of ſpiritual authority 
* 'ought, or may be lawfuliy reformed .“ 
Accordingly, at the firſt formation and eſtabliſh- 
ment of this Church under Henry VIII. and 
Edward VI. all the biſhops took out commiſſions 
from the crown, for the exerciſing their ſpiritual 
Juriſdiction in theſe kingdoms, during the King's 
pleaſure only; and acknowledge in their commil- 
ſions all fort of juriſdiction, as well eccleſiaſtical 
as civil, to have flowed originally from the regal 
power, as from a ſupreme head, and a fountain and 
ſpring of all magiſtracy within his own Kingdom). 
Yea, even the power of ordination itſelf; which 
is reckoned a peculiar of the epiſcopal office, the 
firſt founders of this Church. derived from the 
King, and exerciſed only as by authority from 
him, and during his pleaſure. * Thus Cranmer, 
* archbiſhop of Canterbury, Bonner, ' biſhop of 
“ London, &c. took out commiſſions from the 
„ crown, importing, that becauſe the vicegerent 
« (Cromwell, a lay perſon) could not perſonally 


= 


* 1 Cor. viii. 6, + Matt. xxiii: 8. + Ephel. i. 22. 

{ 37 Henry VIII. cap. 17. 1 Eliz, cap. 1, & Burnet's 
Hitt. Reform. Part II. page 91. | 
| &« attend 
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e attend the charge in all parts of the kingdom, 
the Kino authoriſes the biſhop, in his (the 
« King's, or rather the Vicegerent's) ſtead, to or- 
« dain within his dioceſe, ſuch as he judged wor- 
thy of holy orders; to collate to benefices, and 
« exerciſe all other parts of the 22 autho- 
« rity, and this during the King's pleaſure. 
« only *.” | 
In conſequence of this ſupremacy, the King or 
Queen, in this Church hath power, to excommu- 
nicate from, or admit into it, independent of, yea 


in direct oppoſition to, all its b;ſhops and prieſts. 


They. have power to forbid all preaching for a 
time, as did Henry VIII. Edward VI. Queen 
Mary, Queen Elizabeth; to limit, inſtru, and 
preſcribe to the clergy what they ſhall, and what 


they ball not preach, as did Queen Elizabeth, 
K. James I. K. Charles I. K. William. Finally, 
to the King or Queen alſo does it pertain to de- 
clare what is hereſy; and authoritatively to pro- 
nounce what tenets and doctrines are, and what are 
not to be cenſured as ſuch. Nor have all the biſhops 
aad clergy, aſſembled in convocation, the leaſt 
authority to condemn any tenet as heretical, till 
the prince upon the throne has firſt conſidered 


. * See Examin. Codex Juris Angl. p. 31, 32. As all the 
wer of ordination which the Biſhops of the Church of 
ngland have, or can claim, as Biſhops of that church, is 

eutirely from the King; and only from his commiſſion ; we 

are not at all diſſatisfied under the want of ſuch orders: 
eſteeming ordination by Preſbyters, acting under Chriſt's 
commiſhon, at lealt as valid as that by Biſhops, acting only 
as delegates from an earthly prince, and commiſſioned by 
him to a certain ſervice in his kingdom, like other officers of 
ſtate.— That Biſhops and Preſbyters were officers of the ſame 
order and power in the primitive apoſtolic church, ſee fully 
proved in Dr. Chauncey's late excellent treatiſe—Compleat 

View of Epi cpacy—where all the paſſages in every writer of 

the two farit centuries are diſtinctly quoted, and candidly ex- 


amined. 
| D and 
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and examined it, and found it to be ſuch,. and, 
in conſequence of this, gives his conſent. —Thus 
when the books of Mr. Whiſton were by the 
whole convocation of biſhops and clergy ſolemnly 
condemned, © as containing damnable and blaſphe- 
« mous aſſertions againſt the doctrine and worſhi 

of the ever bleſſed Frinity; and all chriſtian 
“people are earneſtly beſought, by the mercies of 
* Chriſt, to take heed how they give ear to 
< theſe falſe doctrines, as they tender the honour 
and glory of our Saviour,” &c.— This ſolemn 
cenfure was of no force, no efficacy at all, in this 


primitive apoſtolic Church, becauſe the Queen 


(Ann) did not think proper to confirm it. Ob- 
ſerve and wonder! Her Majeſty's opinion upon 
thoſe deep myſterious points, the Trinity, Incar- 
nation, Generation of the Logos, &c. was dif- 
ferent from that of her learned biſhops and 
clergy : and in the balance of the Church, her 
judgment is of more weight, than that of its 
whole clergy in convocation convened. 

But her renowned predeceſſor, the defpotic 


Elizabeth, carried this ſupremacy to a much more 
exalted height: telling her biſhops,. that God 


had made her their overlooker, threatening to 


turn them out if they did not look well to their 
charge; ſequeſtering, in great wrath, ' good arch- 


biſhop Grindal from his archiepiſcopal functions, 


for not obeying a raſh and tyrannical order of the 
Queen's, relating to religious matters, with which 
in conſcience he could not comply: and continu- 
ing him many years under this ſequeſtration, 
though both houſes of convocation moſt humbly 
and earneſtly beſought his reſtoration” - _. 
When the univerlity of Cambridge was greatly 
convulſed by a controverſy about Predeſtination, 


Grace, and Perſeverance, the two archbiſhops, 
5 Whitgift 
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Whitgift and Hutton, with ſome other biſhops, 
drew up nine articles to compole the controverſy, 
to be ſent to Cambridge.—But. the Queen, jea- 
lous and tenacious of her eccleſiaſtical ſupremacy, 
was ſo offended with the prelates for not calling 
in her authority, that. ſhe, threatened to attaint 
them of a præmunire, and commanded Whitgiff 
to call them in: and ſuppreſs them. Vid. Macau- 
laj's Hiſt: of England, Vol., II. p. 60. 

Can any human imagination poſſibly conceive 
that his is the conſtitution of the Church of 
Chriſt ? Has not the apoſtle Paul, in the ſtrongeſt 
language, condemned it; expreſsly commanding, 
1 Cor. xiv. 34, 35. and 1 Tim. ii. 11, 12. Let 
the woman keep filence with all ſubjection; for it is 
not permitted, yea it is a ſhame to a woman, to 
ſpeak or to teach in the Church, and to uſurp autho- 
rity over the man. But behold here we ſee a 
woman teaching, directing, exerciſing ſpiritual, 
eccleſiaſtical authority, not only over a man, but 
over her convocation, and over all the_ biſhops 
and clergy |! 3 rae BE 

When we- ſtripped. the Pope of. his ſupremacy, 
and veſted it in the crown, had we taken along 


Queen Elizabeth made, indeed, not her Convocation 
only but her two Houſes of Parliament to feel, and to trem- 
ble under the weight of her ſupremacy. For when at diffe- 
rent times, they were preparing, or had paſſed ſeveral excel- 
lent bills, for regulating ſome diſorders in eccleſiaſtical af- 
fairs, ſhe ſends them an angry meſſage, ſmartly reprimanding 
tiem for encroaching on her ſupremacy, forbidding the 
Speaker to receive or to read ary bi/ls touching reformation 
f eccleſiaſtical affairs. A bill for the better obſervatign;gf 
be ſabbath, though recommended in an elegant ſpeech hy 
de Speaker, ſhe refuſed, becauſe it was a matter of religion, 
nich ſhe would not permit them to meddle with N being 
er prerogative, This was undoubtedly a ſtretch of her pre- 
ogrative. The competency of parliament to every eccleſiaſti- 
alas well as civil queſtion will hardly be denied by any. 
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with it his infallibility too, our conſtitution would 


Fuallille head, to give a prince, yea a lady, 
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have ſtood upon more detenfible ground. But to 
lodge the abſolute direction of the conſcirnce, 
the faith and diſcipline of the Church with 2 


bred up in all the ſoftneſſes and diverſions of a 
court, an uncontroulable dominion over the reli. 
gious conduct of both her clergy and laity, 
authoritatively to direct what the one is to preach, 
and what the other is to believe; this is a conſti. 
tution which quite ſhocks the underſtanding! 
Great, doubtleſs, hath been the ſcandal which 
ſagacious infidels have taken at our holy religion, 
by ſceing it thus dreſſed, like its divine author, 
in robes of muck majeſty; and made a ſtep to 


mount the thrones, and to graſp the riches of | 
this earth, | F. ha f 
Biſhop Burner ſays, that Parker biſhop of { 
Oxford exalted the king's authority in matter þ 
of religion in ſo indecent a manner, that he 
„ condemned the ordinary form of ſaying e 
& King was under Gop and Chriſt, as a crude and re 
profane expreſſion; ſaying, that though the fa 
„King was indeed under God, yet not under if /® 
« Chriſt, but above him.“ Hiſt. of bis own Time, ;;, 
Vol. II. p. 12. 8vo. edit.— But, perhaps, on the ra 
foot our conſtitution now ſtands, there was no- — 
thing ſo indecent or offenſive in his aſſertion as ** 
at firſt ſight may appear. For if the Ring can (th 
make ether articles of faith, other terms of com- him 
munion, other rites of worſhip, than Chriſt hat bo. 
ordained, and can authoritatively dictate to h g.. 
miniſters what they ſhall, and what they (hal en 


not preach, is he not, as the biſhop ſays, er, var 
dently not under, but above him, and Chrilt ! 
neither ſole nor ſupreme King in his N 5 | 

on 
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This ſupremacy in religicus matters which the 
civil magiſtrate poſſeſſes, has been repreſented as 
the conſequence of a compact or ALLIANCE 
formed betwixt he Church and the State. The 
Church, in conſideration of the protection and 
emoluments given her by the Hate, has yielded 
up her independency and ſupremacy to the mapi- 
firate : and given him power to model her creed, 
to preſcribe articles of faith, forms of worſhip, 
terms of communion ; and ſovereignly to direct, 
controul, and overrule her in all her fpiritual and 
eccleſiaſtical concerns. 

If this is really the caſe, it may with confi- 
dence be affirmed, That the Church ſtands 
chargeable before God and the whole world, 
with a baſe violation of a previcus compact ſhe 
had made with Chriſt her only rightful ſovereign. 
She is guilty of an open breach of her marriage 
contract “, in which, renouncing all other lords, 


ot ſhe gave herſelf moſt {olemnly and entirely to 

1 him, who had bought her with a price, even his 
6 

le * The relation betwixt Chriſt and the Church is frequently 

nd Pt nga under the ſigure of a marriage contract, or eſpou- 

he ſals. 2 Cor. xi. 2. I am jealous over you with godly jealo'f,, : 


det fer I have EsPOUSED you 10 one huſband, that | may preſent jqcu 

a chaſte virgin to Chriſi. Rev. vii. 4. Te are dead to the law, 
that you ſhould be MARRIED to another, even to him who is 
raiſed from the dead, that you ſhould bring forth fruit unte God. 
See Eph. v. 25. Pſal. xlv. 10. Iſai. liv. 5,6. Jer. iii. 14. 
Whenever then any Church renounces her allegiance and 
ſubjection to Chriſt, throws herſelf into the arms of the State 
(the civil magiſtrate) for protection and ſupport, and gives 
him power to preſcribe to her articles of faith, and forms of 
worſhip ; ſhe reſembles the apocalyptic harlot, who is repre- 
ſented as committing fornication with the kings of the earth, 
Rev. xviii, 3. and all the dignities and emoluments with 
which the State hath adorned her, are conſidered as the re- 
wards of proſtitution, the price of her adulteries ; of which 
ſhe is to be ſtript, turned out with indignation, and expoſed 
to public ſname. | 
| | A own 


1 
own molt precious blood, vowing to honour and 
obey him only as her Lord and King, to the end 
of her life. | ET | 

* This fine-ſpun ſcheme of an alliance betwixt 
Church and State, is at once overthrown by this 
ſingle conſideration ; | | 
That an alliance is formed only betwixt ſove- 
reign and independent powers; but the Church is 
no ſcvereign,” has no ſupremacy or inaependency 
which ſhe can poſſibly give up. She is a purcha- 
fed ſervant, a ſubje, a married woman, or ſpouſe, 
and therefore can have no ſhadow. of right to 
enter into any compact, or to form any alliance 
with the powers of this world, without the con- 
ſent of her only rightful ſovereign and huſband 
Jesvs CrrisT.—lf therefore diſtruſting his pro- 
tection, and diſſatisfied with his rewards ; if be- 
ing either frightened” by the terrors, or allured 
by the profits with which the State (that is the 
world) ſolicits her compliance, ſhe gives herſelf 
up to be governed and ruled by it in things of 
religion; if in conſequence. of the ꝑrotection and 
emoluments which it offers, ſhe ſuffers tbe State to 
make articles of faith. for.her, and to preſcribe 
forms of worſhip, and-terms of communion, dif- 
ferent from thoſe which Chriſt has ordained, 
what can it be called but, an open violation of 
her allegiance to her ſovereign, and an elope- 


ment from her faithful huſband ; and having 


baſely forſaken him for the pomps and vanities 
of this world (which are the ſworn enemies of 
Chriſt) ſhe ſtands chargeable with what the ſcrip- 


ture calls ſpiritual fornication, and as ſuch muſt 


expect to feel the conſequences of his ſevere diſ- 
pleaſure. 


But—when it ſhall pleaſe Almighty God of 


his infinite mercy, to pour down his holy ſpirit 


upon 
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upon both princes and people a ſpirit of wiſdom 
to diſcern the true nature and deſign of the 
Chriſtian diſpenſation—a ſpirit of fortitude and 
integrity to avow openly their belief—a ſpirit of 
unfeigned zeal for the honour of that bleſſed 
Saviour, who left Heaven'with all its glories that 
he might dignify and exalt us—Chriſtianity will 
then be ſtript of the tawdry and vain ornaments 
in which it is now dreſſed, and be held forth in 
its native beauty, to the love, the veneration, 
and joy of the whole earth. Amen! Even ſo 
come, Lord Jeſus ! 


of 
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in the LiTturGyY and Cou o- 
PRAYER. | 


J 


T is unneceſſary to inſorm you, Sir, that when 
the Reformatioz took place, under Henry VIII. 
Edward VI. and Queen Flizabeth, the generality 
of the people, both Clergy and Laity, were blind 
and bigotted Papiſts. The reformers, therefore, 
wiſely attending to the advice of their Lord, 10. 
fo ſow a new piece upon an old garment, left the 
rent be made werſe, Mat. ix. 16. drew up the 
prefent Liturgy as much upon the plan, and in 
contormity to the old, as the intended reforma- 
tian would poſſibly admit: retaining many things, 
in condeſcenſion to the prejudices of the times, 
which in their hearts they diſapproved, and hoped 
afterwards to remove : but, how fruitleſs all at- 
tempts to rectify the imperfections they were then 
forced ta retain! how vain and ineffectual all the 
humble ſupplications, the remonſtrances, the 
magnanimous ſufferings, the free and candid diſ- 
quiſitions, &c. of ſome of the worthieſt and beſt 
members, and clergy of the Church have hitherto 
been; the experience of near two hundred Years, 
and eſpecially ſome late tranſactions, too evident- 

ly ſhew, | 
The 


d er r 
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The deſign of what follows, is not to point out 
the ſeveral deficiencies z improprieties ; redundan- 
cies z repetitions ; intermingling of offices; inju- 
licious choice and abrupt beginnings of ſome of 
the Leſſons from the Gaſpels and Epiſtles; the 
ving two tranſlations of the Pſalms, in many 
places ſo different from, in ſome fo ſeemingly 
contradictory to each other all which many 
pious and learned clergymen of the Church have 
ately done, in the free and candid diſquiſitions. 
You will permit me with becoming deference, 
jet with the liberty of thoſe whom Jesus ChRIST 
hath made free, to repreſent, as a ground alſo of 
our diſſent from the Church, ſeveral things in the 
offices of Confirmation; of Baptiſm; of the Com- 
nunion; of the Prayer for the Parliament; of the 
/iftation of the Sick; and of the Ordination of 
Priefts and Deacons—which we think to be liable 
to great objections; to be reproachful to Chri/t;. 
anity; to be injurious to the intereſt of real piety 
ind virtue; apt to cheriſh fallacious hopes; and 
to give men wrong notions of the terms of accept- 
ance with God, and of the nature of rue religion. 
And firſt; of CoxriRmaTIon—which is now 
generally allowed to be 10 inſtitution of Jesvs 
CurisT or his Apoſtles, but an invention of after- 
ages: never heard of in the Church, as now uſed, 
till the times of Tertullian, and then performed 
by Preſlyters, as well as Biſhops, and immediately 
after Baptiſm * : at which time alſo, a variety of 
other whimſical ſuperſtitions were brought into the 
Church, ſuch as anointing the baptiſed with oil, 
aving them milk and honey, &c. + And here, I 
. | ſhall 


* Vide Lord King's Enquiry, part II. page i. | 
+ That 4. VIII. 14, affords not the leaſt ground for the 
ſite of confirmation, as now uſed, i plain; becauſe Peter and 


Fobn's 
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ſhall not inſiſt upon a manifeſt inconſiſtency he. 
twixt Art. xxv, and : the office ; the article affirm. 
ing tonfirmation.to be not a ſacrament; becauſe it 
hath 10 viſible fn or ceremony ordained of God: 
but, the office directing the Biſhop to 7ay his band 
upon the confirmed to certify them by this. ſn of 
God's favour — for this is of ſmall weight, in 
compariſon with the pernicious tendency of thi; 
Rite to cheriſh-in mens minds a falſe and danger. 
ous peace; to give them wrong notions of the 


Jobn's going down to Samaria, and laying hands on the ney 
converts, was to give them the miraculous gifts of the Hel 
Ghoſt, ſuch as Praying, Propbeſying, Tongues, &c. to form 
them into a Church, and to fit them for the offices of public 
and ſolemn worſhip : which no Biſhop at preſent will pretend 
to do. "Theſe gifts were wag; ur» argc, for it is ſaid when 
Simon Magus s aw, &c. &. Beſides, as Dr. Whitby obſerves, 
if the Apoſtles laid not their hands oz all that were baptiſed, 
it makes nothing for the preſent rite of confirmation : if they 
did, then Simon Magus alſo was confirmed; which no one will 
preſume to ſay. # | 

And when it is ſaid, Ads xv. 32. that Judas and Sila 
exhorted the brethren (at Antioch) and confirmed them ; it has 
not the leaſt reference to the rite, as now uſed ; for theſe bre. 
thren at Antioch had been converted, and baptiſed, and 
formed-into a large and flouriſhing Church, .many years be- 
fore: but having been lately troubled and ſubwerted, unſettled, 
in their Minds (v. 24.) by ſome judaizing chriſtians, about eat. 
ing blood, and things ſtrangled, and. the obligation of the 
Moſaic law; the Apoſtles at Jeru/alem having, upon an ap- 
peal, decreed their releaſe from that law, ſent Judas and Sil 
to acquaint them with this decree; which when the Church at 
Antioch in a full aſſembly had received, they rejoiced for fi 
conſolation, (v. 31.) And theſe meſſengers Lin rophets 
ti. e. preachers) took the occaſion of their being thus afſem- 
- bled to exhort them auith many word:, i. e. to diſcourſe to them 
largely on the ſubje& of their meſſage, and to confirm, or com. 

ole their before doubting and unſettled minds; and to efta- 
blüh them in that liberty with which Chriſt had made then 


free. | 
See this point farther conſidered in Diſſenting Gent's. Let 


ders, 12m0, edit. page 44 and 168, 


term 
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terms of obtaining acceptance with God, and the 

gift of His ſpirit; and thus to lull them into a dee 

and deluſive ſecurity as to the ſtate of their ſouls, 

when totally unacquainted with the vital tranſ- 

forming influence of real religion. DE 
For upon what ground, or with what confi- 
| dence, can the Biſhop take upon him, with ſo- 
| lemnity to declare to the multitude, all ſtrangers 
] before him, even in an addreſs to Almighty Gop— 
« That he hath vouchſafed to REGENERATE theſe 

« his ſervants, by water (and not by water only) 
, gut alſo by the Hol GnosT ; and to have given 


| * them the FORGIVENESS OF ALL THEIR SINS—and 
n * then to lay his hand upon each of their heads, to 
„ © certifie, or aſſure, every individual perſon, by 
f * THAT SIGN, of Gop's favour and gracious good- 


« neſs towards them.” 

You will be pleaſed to remember all that is re- 
al quired as neceſſary to the reception of this ineſti- 
mable benefit, is, © that they can ſay the Creed, 


* « the Lord's- prayer, the ten Commandments, 
I * the ſhort catechiſm, and declare that they re- 


new the ſolemn promiſe made for them at bap- 
* tiſm.” Are theſe a proper ground, on which 
the Biſhop can proceed to build ſo immenſe a 
fabric, as the afſurance of peace with God, and of 
the regenerating and ſanctifying influence of his 
ſpirit? Or, is it not an houſe built upon the 
fand? | 
Deluſive fallacious hopes are, one of the fatal 
rocks upon which thouſands of immortal fouls are 
generally ſhipwrecked and loſt. This Biſhop, by 
the multitude who flock to be confirmed, 1s con- 
lidered as the repreſentative and the ambaſſador of 
Jesvs CHRIST, as one who hath himſelf received 
've HoLy GnosrT, and is able to give it to others 1 
| an 
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and who hath authority committed to him, in the 
name of the Sacrtp TrINITY, to forgive the fin 
of men: who hath taken the charge of their ſouls, 
as one who muſt, at his peri}, give arr account to 
the great ſhepherd, who will ſhortly appear.—T hey 
therefore, confidently preſume that he would not 
ſpeak to them, a falſe peace; nor deceive them in 
an affair, in which their everlaſting ſalvation is 
concerned. —Having, then, with ſuch ſolemnity, 
in the preſence 63. name of God, aſſured every 
one of them (each individual perſon) by a ſacred 
ien, that his peace is made with God; that his fin; 
are all forgiven; that he is born again of the He 
Ghoſt; and is therefore undoubtedly fit for hea- 
ver—no wonder they all depart in 2 exulting 
in their happy ſtate. But, how often before the 
day is finiſhed, by the riot and diſorder with which 
they return home; or by the little ſeriouſneſs or 
ſobriety of their after conduct in life, doth it too 
plainly appear, that theſe aſſurances of the Biſhop 
were all groundleſs and deceptive ; that he ſpote 
peace to thoſe, to whom no peace belonged ; that 
he lulled them into a deep and dangerous ſecurity: 

and ſo unhappily became the miniſter of /in. 
There is an awful day coming, in which the 
ſupreme Bishop will hold a viſitation of his 
Churches; and then their Lordſhips, diſrobed of 
all preſent diſtinctions, and caſt down from their 
thrones, muſt ſtand upon a level with the meareſt 
of their people; and give an account to Him who 
hath purchaſed them with his cn bleed, of the 
many ten theuſand ſouls, over whom they have 
profeſſed /o watch; and with whoſe ſafe conduct 
to everlaſting happineſs they have charged them: 
ſelves, before God and their country. But—if it 
{hall then be found, that by theſe ſolemr 2 
7 „ 
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1 
thouſands of immortal ſouls, for whom Curist 
died, were rather confirmed in that ſupineneſs and 
dangerous inſenſibility, which is too natural to the 
mind of man, than 7oufed to a ſerious care to 
break off their fins, and to become uniformly and 
truly good—how great will be the unhappineſs 
of being found to have at all contributed to ſo 
diſaſtrous an event! | 
The office of BapTISING INFANTS is, We think, 
alſo liable to inſuperable objections. The un- 
ſpeakable abſurdity of accepting ſtrangers to ſtand 
forth as ſponſers tor the religious education of the 
child, and of rcjeRing abſolutely the parents, un- 
der whom it is to grow up—has before been ob- 
ſerved. (Srce page 10.) Alike ſtrange and ab- 
ſurd; and contrary to all ſcripture and reaſon and 
common ſenſe; are the queſtions put to the poor 
infant, and he anſ<vers it is ſuppoſed to give— 
Doſt thou believe in. God—Doſt thou rencunce the 


Devil —IWilt thou be baptiſed—IWilt thou keep obe- 


diently ls not this molt manifeſtly to pervert, to 
overturn, to deſtroy the very nature ole his /acred 
inſtitution; to give it the air of a ſolemn farce; 
and to expoſe it to the juſt ſcoffs and ridicule of 


unbelievers? 


Religion, beyond all doubt, is, and can be, no 


other than a perſonal thing. Chriſtianity knows no- 


thing of believing, repenting and vowing by proxy 
any more than of being /aved or damned” by proxy. 
The whole affair, as it ſtands manifeſtly in the 
article and office of the Church, is this: The 
* child is declared to be born in original fin, and in 
*.the wRaTH of God; and deſerves to be pau- 
„NED *.“ God is angry with the infant, tho? it 
hath done nothing to offend him, angry even to 


* Sce Office of privateBapriſm and Art. ix, 
0 WRATH ; 
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WRATH -.and it is in danger, under this-<wrath, 
of . ſinking into everlaſting damnation. How then 
is it to be delivered from this dreadful ſituation ? 
Why, without repentance and faith there js no re- 
miſſion of {ins, nor reconciliation to God: but the 
child being unable to repent, and believe, and 
vow for itſelf; the parent procures two or three 
ſponſors to repent and believe and vow in its ſtead: 
and ſo the child having thus vowed and believed 
by proxy before God, the eternal Majeſty of Hea- 
ven lays by his wrath; his anger is appeaſed ; the 
child's fins are forgiven, he is taken into the divine 
family, and is become an heir of eternal life! 1s 
there nothing in all this, like a profanation of the 
name of God]; like a ſhameful expoſing the Reli- 
gion of CKR15ST to juſt ſgorn and contempt ! How 
is it, that amidit ſo mph knowledge and good 
ſenſe, as confeſſedly ſhine in both the ſuperior and 
inferior orders of this Church, ſo amazing an ab- 
ſurdity is ſuffered to remain! 

Farther: there are ſome parts of our Liturgy 
which ſeem ſtrongly to favour, if not expreſsly 
to acknowledge the abſurd doctrine of TR ansvs- 
STANTIATION, For tho* article xxvii “, fais, 
e that tranſubſtantiation cannot be proved by holy 
* writ,. but is repugnant to the plain words of 
ſcripture:“ Yet, what avails this, he papiſt will 
ſay; TRUTH will force its way, thro' ſeeming op- 
poſition : in your Catechiſin, the Church inſtructs 
her children to believe, bat ihe body and blood 
* Chriſt are VERILY and INDEED taken, and re- 
<« ceived by the faithful in the Lord's Supper.” And 
the communicant is directed, juſt before receiving 


The article comes /eldom under the notice of the com- 
mon people; but the expreſſions in 252 Liturg y are coutinually 
be fore them. . | 

the 
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the elements, to pray ! Grant us, gracious Lord, 


« ſo to eat the Fleſh of thy dear fon Jeſus Chriſt, 


« and to drink his blood, that our finful bodies may. 


abe made clean by his bedy; and our ſouls waſh- 
ed thro* his moſt precious blood—and that we 


may be made partakers of his moſt bleſſed body 


and bloog—"" a 

Are not theſe expreſſions infinitely too ſtrong 
for thoſe who believe that there is nothing before 
them but mere bread and wine, which they are to 
eat and drink only in remembrance of our Lord's 
death? Do they not naturally, if not neceſſarily, 
convey the idea of the body of our Lord being 
verily and really preſent in that ſacrament; and 
that by being taken inte our bodies, it has ſome 
ficacy, ſome power, ſome ſecret, inviſible, inex- 
plicable operation to ſanctify and cleanſe our bodies, 
ad to work ſome happy effect upon them? What 


lle can be the meaning of theſe extraordinary 


words, at the delivering the elements — © The 
* body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which was given 
for thee, preſerve ti body and ſoul unto everlaſt- 
ing life—” The glorified body of Chriſt, all 
Croteſtants know to be now aſcended into Heaven, 
and at the Father's right hand; and that here it 1s 
d remain till his deſcent at the laſt day “. It is 


ly bis ſpirit only that he is carrying on the great 


fairs of our ſanctification and ſalvation. With 
Fat propriety, then, or what ſenſe, can any who 
us think, addreſs the communicant in theſe 


ords— The Body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt greſerve 
boch — Does it not moſt evidently ſuggeſt the 


dea, that the body of our bleſſed Saviour 15 verily 
nd indeed received into our bodies; and that it has 
bme unknown, myſterious influence to guard our 
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bodies from the evils of the preſent life, and 9 

prepare them for an entrance into everlaſting hay: 
pineſs in the other. * 

This evidently appears to us to be the natura 

and moſt obvious conſtruction of the words; and 


have a dangerous and ſtrong tendency to prepare 
the mind to receive, with little reluctance, the 


| 

| 

{ 

groſs abſurdity of ;ranſubtantiation. Accordingly, 
theſe, and other parts of our liturgy, were ſo litt ; 
diſagreeable to the Church of Rome, that the Pat t 
(as Heylin and Camden ſay) ſeemed willing to con- b 
firm it by his papal authority; and that it was di. 7 
fered in his name, if the Queen (Eliaabeth) would a 
acknowledge the primacy ot that /ee *. 8 
In the prayer for the parliament there is an ex c 
preſſion which often has been, and often may be b 
exceedingly offenſive to every devout mind th 
Compliments of adulation, to fellow-mort; c 
who are but duſt, are infinitely unbecoming in a ;, 
addreſs to the omnifcient, and all perfect M ajesrv in 
of Heaven. But here, the Church commands all th 
its Biſhops and Clergy to pronounce and declar: WM co 
before God and the people; the prince upon th er 
throne, to be @ moſs religious King. 
The extreme impropriety of inſerting ſuch cn loc 
Pliments in eſtabliſhed forms of worſhip appear thy 
from the tremendoas weceffity under which the cle far 
are laid to uſe them, whatever be the real charac ſpr 
ter of the king that then reigns; whence it mi pre 
happen, as it really has happened, that the Pric tha 
ſhall be ſeen addreſſing the God of Truth, with WM con 
lie in his mouth ; and pronouncing a King met put 
ligious, whom Gop knows, and himſelf kno pro 
and the whole world around him knows, to bt and 
fror 

| ® Bennet's Memorial, p. 89. in t. 
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moſt wicked, debauched, profane and irreligicus 

Men. | : 
It was in the reign of Charles the ſecond that 
this extremely improper compliment was in- 
ſerted in our liturgy, and enjoined upon all its 
clergy. But—what a violation of all decency 
what an inſult upon the conſcience and common 
ſenſe of mankind! to be forced, not only in the 
preſence of Almighty Gob, but in a ſolemn addreſs 
to him, to acknowledge and declare THAT moſt 
profligate and wicked prince to be indeed a moſt 
religious King | What heart- felt anguiſh | what 
agonies of ſoul, muſt Burnet, Tillotſon, Patrick, 
Sharpe, and indeed all the really virtuous and good 
clergy of the land undoubtedly ſuffer, to be forced 
before God, and their congregations, to Beli 
their own ſentiments; to praſtitute their ſacred 
character; to offer incenſe to an odious idol; to 
juſtify the ungodly; and to preſent to the all- Know- 
ing DRrry their king as moſt religious, whom at 
the ſame time they knew to be one of the moſt 
corrupt, immoral, irreligious men, that ever diſ- 

graced the Englhſh name | 
Muſt not Charles, with his laughing courtiers, 
look with ſovereign contempt upon Prieſts and all 
their functions; and enjoy highly the ſolemn 
farce? Is it ſtrange, that ſcepticiſm and infidelity 
ſpread their malignant influence, and prevailed 
preatly in that reign! rather, \s it not ſtrange, 
that the whole nation had not turned eis; and 
conceived an utter abhorrence of all offices of 
public worſhip ; when they ſaw them ſhamefully 
proſtituted to court flattery and ſordid intereſt , 
and that faith, and truth, and honour were fled 
from all the moſt revered and ſacred characters 
in the land! Nor would ef deſtłoy the force of this 
ob- 
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bodies from the evils of the preſent life, and 9 
prepare them for an entrance into everlaſting hay: 
pineſs in the other. 5 
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its Biſhops and Clergy to pronounce and dec co 
before God and the people; the prince upon th er; 
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moſt wicked, debauched, profane and irreligicus 

Men. | 
It was in the reign of Charles the ſecond that 
this extremely improper compliment was in- 
ſerted in our liturgy, and enjoined upon all its 
clergy. But—what a violation of all decency 
what an inſult upon the conſcience and common 
ſenſe of mankind ! to be forced, not only in the 
preſence of Almighty Gop, but in a ſolemn addreſs 
to him, to acknowledge and declare THAT moſt 
profligate and wicked prince to be indeed a moſt 
religious King | What heart- felt anguiſh | what 
nies of ſoul, muſt Burnet, Tillotſon, Patrick, 
Sharpe, and indeed all the really virtuous and good 
clergy of the land undoubtedly ſuffer, to be forced 
before God, and their congregations, to Beli 
their own ſentiments; to proſtitute their ſacred 
character; to offer incenſe to an odious 1del; to 
juſtify the ungodly; and to preſent to the all-know- 
ing Deity their king as moſt religious, whom at 
the ſame time they knew to be one of the moſt 
corrupt, immoral, irreligious men, that ever diſ- 
graced the Engliſh name | 
Muſt not Charles, with his laughing courtiers, 
look with ſovereign contempt upon Prieſts and all 
their functions; and enjoy highly the ſolemn 
farce? Is it ſtrange, that ſcepticiſm and infidelity 
ſpread their malignant influence, and prevailed 
greatly in hat reign! rather, Is it not ſtrange, 
that the whole nation had not turned fleiſts; and 
conceived an utter abhorrence of all offices of 
public worſhip ; when they ſaw them ſhamefully 
proſtituted to court flattery and ſordid intereſt , 
and that faith, and truth, and honour were fled 
from all the moſt revered and ſacred characters 
in the land! Nor would 1 deſttoy the force of this 
ob- 
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objection, even if the prince for the time being, 
were poſſeſſed of all the virtues without any of the 
vices of his predeceſſors — for his life is as un- 
certain—as thoſe of his meaneſt ſubjects — and 
** can tell what ſnall be after him under the 
un? | 
The prince who moft deſerves this flattering ap- 
pellation will always /eaft deſire it; will be mot 
ready to give it up; will wiſh to have it changed 
for one more ſuitable to the imperfections of mor- 
tality— For what man, what prince upon earth, 
when he prefents himſelf as a ſupplicant before 
the Almighty Sovertion, muſt not come, like 
the humble penitent in the parable, with—Gop 
be merciful to me a fer? _ | 
The offices of Ordination and Viſtation of the i 
Sick appear to us, hkewiſe, loaded with infupera- 
ble difficulties z; containing matters of juſt offence 
to every ſerious and ſober mind; reproachful to 
chriſtianity ; extremely apt to enſnare the conſci- 
ence, and to fend the prieſt out into the world, 
and the ict man out of it, under a dangerous de- 
luſion. | 8 
Of every young candidate, who comes to him 
for orders, the Biſhop, as in the preſence, and 
as the ambaffador of JESUS CHRIST, demands= 
„ Do you truſt, that yuu are INWARDLY MOVED H 
« the Holy Guosr to take upon you this office®” 
To which he replies I zruſt that Iam so MOVE. 
Upon whick the Biſhop proceeds to inveſt him 
with this office, in this extraordinary form d 
words“ Receive the Holy GrosT for the off 
of a prieſt—xwhoſe $1NS THOU FORGIVEST THEY ARE 
FORGIVEN z WHOSE -SINS THOU RETAINEST THEY 
ARE RETAINED; IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER 
THE So AND THE HoLy Gnesr. Amen.“ Tit 
15 1 3 young 
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young prieſt, ſent out into the world with this 
trasſceudent commiſſion, is called to viſit a ſlek 
or dying perſon of his cure: After ſome pious ex- 
hartations he is directed to examine; bet ber 
be believes the articles of the apeſtles ereed; aud truly 
repent bim of his ſius; and be in charity with all the 
world; and to move him to make a ſpecial conſeſſion, 
if bis conſcience is troubled with any weighty matter. 
After which; the prieſt is directed to &b/olve him 
(if he humbly and heartily defire it) in this moſt 
ſolemn manner — * ä | : | 

„Dur Loxp Jesus Cuxisr, who hath left 
« power to his Church to abſolve all ſinners who 
truly repent and believe in him, of his great mercy 
forgive thee thine offences : ani by the aurho- 


| © RITY committed to me, 1 ABSOLVE tbe? from ALL 


* THY 8INS; in the Name of the FATHER, of The 
„Son, am of the HoLy Gos r, Amen.” 

Upon the three ſeveral parts of this important 
tranſaction I beg leave to make the the follow- 
ing remarks, | 4 

Firft. As to the queſtion—* Do you traft that 
* you are INWARDLY moved by the Hoy GrpsT f?”” 
Who that conſiders, how many rich livings are 
in the gift of families, whoſe ſons or depen- 
dents are educated for the Church, entirely with 
a view of its being, in future life, a genteel provi- 
tion for them: and what force the high digni- 
ties and emoluments, attending this path of life, 
mult naturally have ts move a young mind to chuſe 
this occupation—can, with the utmoſt ſtretch of 
charity, conceive 2his to be a proper queſtion, to 
be put to the young ſtudent, 2 emerging 
irom the gaiety of an univerſity educati 
it not involve in extreme difficutties both . parties 
concerned in this ſolemn tranſaction? “ Certainly, 

E 2 L ſays 
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* ſays Bp. Burnet, this anſwer—7 truſt I am 80 
„ MOVED—ought well to be conſidered, by him 
« that expects, as well as by him that gives it; for 
if any ſay I truft fo, who yet know nothing 
« of any ſuch motion, and can give no account of 
« it, be lies to the Holy GnosT; and makes his 
“ firſt approach to the altar, with a lie in hi; 
« mouth; and that not to men but to Gon. If 
« the motives which cauſe him to deſire this office 
ebe not truly religious and ſpiritual, by venturing 
„ to give his anſwer, he is a ſacrilegious pro- 
% faner of the Name of Gon, and of his Hoy 
« Sp1RIT; he breaks in upon the Church, not 74 
feed, but zo rob it. And it is certain that he 
that begins with a lie, may be ſent by the fa- 
«* ther of lies. Paſtor. Care, page 96—98.“ 
There is ſomething very awful in theſe ſuggeſ- 
tions of the good Biſhop : but, did his lordihip 
himſelf, and his brethren of that order, keep quite 
clear from the offence he here ſo juſtly condemns? 
Is there nothing like Hing to the Hol Gnosr in 
the part he is called to act in this very ſerious 
affair? For, ES . 
Secondly: When the Biſhop, laying his hand 
upon the ſtudent's head, ſays —© Receive Tur 
«© Holy Gnosr, for the office of a prieſt—wheſe 
« fins thou forgiveſt they are forgiven; whoſe fins 
« thou retaineſt, they are retained , in the name of 
« the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt. Amen — Doth 
he really know that he hath power from Gov to 
give the prieſt the HoLy GrosT ; and that he hath 
authority from the SACRED TRINITY to inveſt him 
with this tranſcendent power of forgiving or re- 
taining ins? If he does not knotb that he bath; 
much more, if he is conſcious that he hath not this 
power; how tremendous a 'trifling is it in mat- 
. ters 
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ters of the moſt awful moment ! how juſtly muſt. 
his lordſhip fall alſo under the above cenſure of 
Bp. Burnet ! what a profanation muſt it be of the 
Name of the eternal Gop, who will not bold him 
guiltleſs who taketh his name in vain! | 
There is, in the office of Ordination, a very 
ſolemn admonition, which the Biſhop gives to the 
prieſt, whom he is ſending forth into the Church, 
in which he is HIMSELF allo equally concerned — 
They are ſheep of Chrit, which he hath bought ö 
« by his death, and for whom he hath ſhed his | 
blood: and if it ſhall happen that any member , 
« of this Church do take any hurt or hindrance 
« (do cheriſh any falſe peace) thro' your negli- 
« gence, you know the greatneſs of the fault, and | 
«* alſo the horrible puniſpment which will enſue.” | 
The exceeding ſtrangeneſs of our adopting this 
authoritative ferm of ordaining prieſts, from the 
Church of Reme, and retaining it fo long, will 
riſe even to aſtoniſhment — when it is conſidered, 
that not till the zenth or eleventh century; when it 
was ſunk into the deepeſt dregs of ignorance and 
ſuperſtition ; did the Church of Rome itſelf pre- 
ſume to ſend forth its prieſts in this authoritative 
form “ Receive the Holy Ghoſt—whoſe fins thou 
% forgiveſt,” &c. Amidſt all its wantonneſs and 
pride, from the th to the tenth century, it had 
too much modeſty to aſſume fo divine a prerogas 
tive: But behold! this plant, which ſprung up 
from the moſt foul and polluted ftate which the 
papacy ever ſaw, is tranſplanted into this en- 
lightened, this noble part of the vineyard of 
Jeſus Chriſt ; and here ſuffered to grow; to the 
reproach of the chriſtian name; to the wounding 
many a tender conſcience; to the inſult of unbe- 
levers; and to the ſinking the ſacerdotal n 
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by graſping at this enormous power, into great 
ſcorn and neglect. 

This, doubtlefs, was what made good Bp. Bur- 
net fay, * that the Ember weeks were the * 
« and grief of his life; becauſe the things that he 
« was then called ta ſee and to perform, with re- 
«* gard to the candidates who came to be ordain- 
ed, did often tear his heart and pierce his foul, 
« and made him cry out O that I had the wings 
*© of a dove!” Paſt. Care, pref. to 3d edit. 

Dr. Stebbing, in his Inſtraions of a pariſh mini- 
Ker, p art II. owns, © that the doctrine of ſacerdota 

© 1bſolution hath no foundation in ſeripture : that 
* ſome of the methods of reſtoring penitents in 
* the primitive Church have very much of the 
* gir of a farce: that for the firlt thouſand year; 
the terms of abſolution ran all in the Fen of a 
& prayer, and not in the form of a peremptory 
„ ſentence, as it now ſtands in the popiſt forms, 
*© and from them in our own: that the two forms, 
« (viz. in the Ordination and Vi tation of the 
“ Sick) are novelties ahke; and it is very much 
& to be wiſhed that they were both altered. He 
freely blames thoſe who graſp at the ſhadow of 
an authority, which in truth and fubſtance we 
* muſt all renounce. What elſe do we do, when 


we pretend to abfolve conſcience? We may 


% make an hundred diſtinctions, and ſay the abſo- 
<« Jution is not authoritative but declarative ; not 
judicial but miniſterial; but if you would ſpeak 
* to be underſtood, you mult ſay, that with reſpect 
eto any real internal effect, it is nothing: and you 
e will ſpeak truth too. For all the reſt, if you 
« will preſerve to Gop his prerogative 4% forgive 
4 n, are words without meaning. Vide page 37, 


8, 39, 51, 52. 
e T hirdly 


1 
Thirdly, The laſt remark I ſhall make is 
upon the prieſt's executing this important truſt, 
when called to viſit a ſick or dying pariſhioner— 
Upon his declaring his belief and repentance, as 
above recited, how wicked, profane, or profli- 
gate ſoever his whole former life has been, the 
prieſt is ordered to quiet his conſcience from all 
painful apprehenſions; to give him a plenary 
pardon of all his offences; and to ſay — By the 
AUTHORITY committed to me, I abſolve thee from all 
thy fins, in the uame of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt: Amen“. How eaſy a paſſport to 
Heaven—if /afe : But, if not ſafe; if it be all a 


ſolemn farce; if it be deluding an immortal ſou! 


with fallacious and vain hopes; and putting a 


* One remarkable inſtance, amongſt many, may ſet the 
pernicious nature of this /acerdotal abſolutien in its odious and 
roper light. When Charles II. came to the cloſe of his pro- 
2 — life, three Biſhops attended him: who, ſeverally, b 
very free and ſerious admonitions, endeavoured to alarm his 
conſcience; and to rouſe him to ſome fober and penitential 
refleRions: the king gave them the hearing, but anfwered 
not a word. He was fix or ſeven times preſſed to receive the 
Sacrament; and a table, with the elements, were brought 
into the room; but the king refuſed. Bp. Ke then aſked 
him, # he defircd arsOLUTION OF nis $INS, Which the 
king not declining—Behold! in this unimpreſſed, impenitent 
ſtate of mind, the Biſhop pronounced it over him: And in 
the name of the /acred Trinity, and as by authority from Al- 
mighty God—gave him the full forgiveneſs of ALL Ulis $INS. 
* As the king expreſſed no ſenie or ſorrow for his paſt life, 
* nor any purpoſe of amendment, this, ſays Bp. Burnet, was 
thought to be a proſtitution of the peace of the Church: to 
6 give it to one 61 after a life led as the king's had been, 
« ſeemed to harden himſelf againſt every thing that could 
* be ſaid to him—and ſoon after died recommeading his 
*« miſtreſs and illegitimate children to the care of his brother, 
*« but ſaid not a word of his queen, nor of his people, nor of 
his ſervants, nor of the payments of his debts, nor a word 
of religion.” Bp. Burnes's Hitt, of his own Times, 8vo 


edit. vol. Ii. p. 312. 
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dangerous cheat 73 it in a matter wherein its 


everlaſting intereſt 15 concerned — who may not 
juſtly termble to have any ſhare in it? How amaz- 
ing that ſuch an office is ſuffered to ſtand in this 
reformed Church but how infinitely deplorable, 
that every clergyman in it © muſt ſolemnly de. 
„ clare, and ſubſcribe with his hand, his anfeigned 
&« aſſent and conſent to this office, and that of Or- 
« Aination, and to all and every thing contained in 
<*« and preſcribed by the book of Common Pray. 
« er!” —— When will the diſgraceful yoke be 
broken from their necks ! and a ſpirit of juſt in- 
dignation riſe againſt every encroachment on the 
rights of conſcience; every profanation of the 
Name of God; every notorious corruption and 

roſtitution of the chriſtian faith to ſecular and 
ordid ends? Will God never ariſe to judgment, 
the God of W and truth? Undoubtedly 
he will: and plead the cauſe of oppreſſed virtue, 
and reſcue his holy Name, and the divine religion of 
his Son, from that ſcandal and contempt which 
the avarice and ambition, the ſuperſtition and 
folly of its profeſſors have brought upon it. And 
then bleſſed will thoſe be found, who amidſt 
worldly ſuffering and reproach, have maintained 
the primitive ſimplicity and purity of the goſpel; 
and jlood faſt in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath 
made them free. 

In the mean time; let no clergymen, of the 
high ſtamp, evermore reproach the /eparatiſts and 
ſecturies (as they affect to call us) as entbufiaſts and 

anaticks. For what ſe& amongſt all who difſent 
from the Church of England (Papiſts only except- 
ed) carry their pretenſions to ſpiritual motions and 
communications to ſo extravagant an height, as the 
Church itſelf does! Doth the Quaker or the Metho- 
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dit talk of being moved by the Spirit, and of pray- 
ing and preaching under the influence of the Spirit : 
and doth not every clergyman of the Church moſt 
ſolemnly declare that he alſo feels the motions of 
the Spirit : that he perceives ſome internal ſenſa- 
tions, ſome impreſſons on his mind, by which he 
believes himſelf moved inwardly by the Holr 
GnosT to deſire the office of a preacher? In con- 
ſequence of this internal motion and feeling of the 
Sirit; doth not the Biſhop, by an external ſign, 
proceed actually to confer upon him a greater mea- 
fure of the Hol GnosT to quality him for that 
work? And, again, in conſequence of this, does 
he not go forth armed with a power, inveſted 
with a dignity, which render him, in reality, 
vaſtly ſuperior to any prince upon earth; even 
with the divine and important power of ror- 
GIVING or RETAINING $SINS? Have any enthu- 
faſts amongſt us ever pretended to ſuch pow- 
ers? Where was any Diſſenter, Methodiſt or Qua- 
ker, ever charged with the fanaticiſm of aſſum- 
ing a power of giving the Holy Gnosr, or 
4 pretending to an authority to forgive or retain 
ns? 83.566 
I ſhall make no farther remarks upon ſeveral 

other vain and trifling ſuperſtitions which have been 

adopted from the Church of Rome; and admitted 

into this reformed, this proteſtant Church—ſuch 

as bowing at the Name of Jeſus — conſecrating 

Churches—worſhipping they know not what, and 

know not <vhy, toward the EasT—the Croſs in 

Baptiſm— the reading in aſſemblies of chriſtian _ 
worſhip, to the excluſion of ſeveral uſeful parts of 

buly ſcripture, the ſpurious, ridiculous, romantic 
ſtories of Bel and the Dragon Suſanna the amo- 
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rews Devil, who for love of a fair damſel flew 
{even unhappy huſbands, who fell victims to his 
jealouſy, on the vuptial night; but was ſmoaked 
wo by the magic fumes of good Tobias's fiſhes 
iver— _ 

 But—here I reſt the grounds and merits of our 
DissznT., Having proved, I truft, beyond doubt, 
that in 19 one thing we are diſſenters from the Church 
of England, but only in theſe things, wherein ſhe 
herſelt is, and knows herſelf to be, a DissENTEI 
from the Cnunch or Jesvs Chris. 
Were the reaſons of our diſſent much fewer 
and weaker than they are, they would till be 
ſufficient to juſtify it. We can be under no ob- 
ligation from human authority, to any religj- 
ous compliance, whether of greater or leſs im- 
portance, which in our conlciences and judg- 
ments we do not approve—The ſuppoſition that 
we are thus obliged is contrary to reaſon and 
ſcripture, and to the allegiance we owe to Chriſt, 
It is our duty to adhere to Him, as our only law- 
giver and king—and to profeſs and practiſe his 
religion in 1ts genuine ſimplicity and original 
purity, free from the traditions and command- 
ments of men. In ſo doing we can ſmile at 
thoſe who upbraid us with the odious name of 
Schiſmatic, knowing that they only are chargeable 
with ſchiſm, who bring in and impole—luch in- 
novations and injunctions of men, as terms of 
Chriſt's communion— not thoſe who reject and 
proteſt againſt them—and who ſeparate trom the 
Church, only in thoſe things in which ſhe ſepa 
rates from Chriſt. 

Terms of communion, which Chriſt hath not 

made, though relating only to things of little con. 
e wks ſequent 
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ſequente and in thernſelves indifferent, if by hu- 
man authority we are prevented from partaking of 
the ordinances of the goſpel without ſubmitting to 
them, warrant and demand aur proteſt againſt the 
power genjoining them, out of fidelity to Chriſt, 
and regard to his authority, which alone can fix 
the terms either af ian communion or of 
eternal ſalyation—And as we think human au- 
thorny cannot oblige us to 2 compliance with 
the impoſition of any unneceſſary things in mat- 
ters of religion, much leſs can we think it 
entitled to our regard, when it eſtabliſhes and 
enjoins things fo contrary to reaſon and to 
the goſpel, and of fuch dangerous and deſtruc- 
tive tendency to true religion and virtue, as are 
many of thofe particulars which I have laid be- 
fore you. | 

If the religion of Cunts be indeed a revelation 
ſent down to us from God; and committed as a 
ſacred truſt to every one who believes, and hopes 
to be ſaved by it, laity as well as clergy, with a 
ſolemn charge that he keeps it pure and uncorrupt 
— Let him ſeriouſly confider; that this great Pro- 
phet and Lawgiver and King of the Church, will 
ſurely come down again, in glory and great power, 
to ſummon us all before him, and to render to 
every man according to his preſent works: and 
then—bleſſed will they be found who have held 
faſt their integrity amidſt ſurrounding temptations, 
who have declined any worldly honours, or ſuſ- 
tained any worldly ſuffering, or loſs, or reproach, 
out of conſcience towards God, and for the pre- 
ſervation of the truth and purity of his religion. 
They are the words of eternal TruTn, and of Hin 
who will judge the world—/Vboſo ſhall confeſs me 


before 


| 
q 
| 
; 
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before men, him will I confeſs before my Father ub 
is in Heaven, and before the angels of God : but be 
that denieth me before men, and is aſhamed of me and 
of my words (my pure and uncorrupt religion) in 
this adulterous generation ; of him will I be aſhamed, 
bim will I deny before my Father who is in Heaven, 
and before the angels of God. Luke xn. 8. Matt, 
X. 32. | | 
The preſent ſcene will ſoon be cloſed : an im- 
nt and everlaſting one will quickly ſucceed, 
There every man will riſe into dignity and glory, 
or ſink into ſhame and everlaſting reproach, ac- 
cording to the integrity and virtue of his preſent 
conduct. Be thou faithful unto the death; and I 
will give thee a crown of life, Rev. ii. 10. It is 
the wife appointment of Heaven, that TRVUrH and 
Rich, genuine uncorrupt Religion, ſhould now 
generally labour under ſome worldly diſcourage- 
ments; whilſt Error and Superſtition enjoy the 
countenance and ſupport of the powers of this 
world: to try the patience, the faith and the 
integrity of men: that they wwho are approved, 
men of probity and real virtue, may be thus 
ſhewn and made manifeſt. But to thoſe, who 
by a patient continuance in well doing, by an un- 
ſhaken adherence to TRUTH and RIGHT, _ all 
temporal diſcouragements, /zek the glory and bo- 
. 1 themſelves to God, and diſ- 
charging faithfully their duty, to them will be 
given ſtations of exalted dignity in the kingdom 
of the Meſſiah; and they ſhall receive that per- 
fection of all the glory, and all the happinels, 
of which the human ſou! is capable, called ET EA. 
NAL LIFE. 
There let my lot and my portion be given me, 


will every real chriſtian ſay: I am content, it 
it 


+ 3 

it be the will of Heaven, to follow the great 
leader and captain of my ſalvation through ſuffer- 
ing in this world; in the aſſured hope of thereby 
riſing with him into ſo much the greater glory and 
felicity in the other. 
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S the Reſtoration of Charles II. and the AZ? of 
Unifermity conſequent upon it, are impor- 
tant parts of the Eugliſb hiſtory not, in general, 
rightly underſtood As the character and ſtate of 
the Diſſeuters in this kingdom were deeply intereſt- 
ed in, and greatly affected by it As that anrigh- 
teous act, which ſilenced, and caſt out, two thou- 
and of our brave and virtuous clergy, is the baſis 
and foundation on which the Church of England 
at preſent ſtands, and contains the grounds of our 
ation from it; we beg leave to repreſent to 
the impartial public ſome extraordinary circum- 
ſtances attending that event; which ſhew the baſe- 
neſs, ingratitude and iniquity of thoſe tranſactions, 
and which deſerve to be tranſmitted as a proper 
warning and inſtruction to indignant poſterity. 
To this purpoſe we obſerve in the FizsT place, 
That the Puritan or Preſbyterian clergy were the 
only body of men, in the whole kingdom, who 
had the courage to oppoſe, and to proteſt openly 
againſt the trial and condemnation of Charles I.; 
that, with great danger to themſelves, they pre- 
ſented a bold remonſtrance to the general and 
council of war, the then ruling powers; mou ing - 
| them 
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them, in the name of God, and conjuring them in 
the moſt folemn manner, to deſiſt from their vio- 
lent proceedings againſt-the king. This long and 
ſpirited proteſt was ſigned by above fifty of the prin- 
cipal Preſbyterian miniſters in and about London, 
and preſented Jan. 18, 1648-9 . The Preſbyteri. 
| ans, and body of the city (ſays Bp. Burnet) were 
much againſt it, and were every where faſting and 
| * praying for the king's preſervation +.” Arch. 
b | deacon Echard ſays, ** Cromwell firſt pulled down 
the Preſbyterians, and then deſtroyed the king 
«« —and that almoſt all the Preſbyterian miniſters 
in London, and very many in the ſeveral coun- 
ties, and a few of the Independants themſelves, 
declared againſt the deſign in their ſermons, in 
conferences, in monitory letters, petitions, pro- 
« teſtations, and public remonſtrances : they 
« earneſtly begged, that, contrary ro fo many oaths 
and imprecations, contrary to public and private 
« faith, &c. they would not defile their own hands 
* and the kingdom with royal blood 4.“ Abun- 
dant proof of the ſame might be brought from 
Clarendon, Rapin, &c. but the age is too much en- 
lightened now to need it. We proceed therefore 
to obſerve, 
SeconDLY, That the Preſbyterians had the prin- 
cipal hand, and were the chief agents, in reſtor- 
ing king Charles II. ro the throne. This appears 
beyond doubt from the united fuffrage of the hil- 
torians of thofe times. | 
When Charles II. came to Scotland, Lord Ca- 
rendon ſays, expecting force from that kingdom to 
reſtore him * to his father's throne, and the par- 


2 See the whole Proteſt, Neal's Hiſt. Purit. vol. ili. p. 532. 
1 Hill. of his Times, vol. ii. p. 31. 
I Echard's Hiſt, of Eng- p. 654. 708. 


* —ͤ——k—̃— — 
# ©.” „ 2 — — — 
— — 
_— e MT, — 


* hament 


© 8-01 

« liarnent of England reſolved to fend an afmy 
« ag#inſt him, all the Preſbyterian party greatly 
« oppoſed it they were bold in contradicting 
« Cyomtell in the houſe, arid croffing all his de- 
« ſigns in the city *.” tet FE La 

The firſt folemn conference which was had with 

neral Monk, to induce him to reſtore the king, 
was at Nortbumberland houſe with the earl of 
« that name, the Eatl of Mancheſter, Hollis, Sir 
« Wilkam Waller, Letbis, and other eminent 
„ perſons, who were looked upon as the heads 
« and governors of the moderate preſbyterian 
« party In this conference the king's reſtoration 
« was propoſed in ditect terms, as abſolutely ne- 
« ceſſary — the Londen (Preſbyterian) miniſters 
«© talked loudly” in the ſame ſtrain © without ex- 
« poling themſelves to the danger of naming the 
* king; which yet they did not long forbear 
every body underſtood they thought It neceſ- 
« ſary the people ſhould return to their allegi- 
wed» | i e 

Monk, ſays Rapin 2, knowing how the Pre/- 
* bytertahis ſtood affected, employed, probably, 
* Clarges his confident, to make a ſecret agree- 
ment with ſome of their chiefs for the reſtorin 
„of the king, Charles II. by theit means.“ — 
Monk cotnes with his army to London, and having 
reſtored the ſecluded members to their feats in the 
houſe, thereby made it properly a Preſbyterian 
pathament : * it continued fitting but 25 days: 
in which time ſeveral ſteps were made which 
* clearly difcovered that they were by no means 
* difinclined to the king. For 1. They ordered 


*. Hiſt. Rebel. vol. vi. p. 374, 475. 

1 Ibid, vol. vi. p. 733, 734. 

1 Rapin's Hiſt. Eng. vol. xiii. p. 199, 200. 
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a general diſcharge of all the impriſoned friends 


ot the king. 2. They repealed the oath for 


the abjuration of Charles Stuart, and all the 
royal family. 3. They voted Monk to be 
general of the armies of the three nations. 
4. They voted down the old, and appointed a 


new council of ſtate. 5. They made great 


changes in the militia; and took away all com- 
miſſions from the republicans. 6. They abro- 
gated the oath requiring to be faithful ro rhe 
eſtabliſhed government, without a king and 
houſe of peers. Laſtly ; They diſſolved them- 
ſelves, iſſuing out writs for a new parliament to 
meet 25th of April.—ln this free parliament— 
the Preſtyterians, who were much ſuperior in 
number, did not think proper to exclude the 
Royalijts, with whom they were in perfect agree- 
ment for reſtoring the king This parliament 
was an aſſembly, in which the Preſbyterians had 
certainly a ſuperiority of voices: conſequently, 
a Preſbyterian parliament reſtored the king to 
the throne of his anceſtors®*.” - ; 
Biſhop Burnet ſays, © theſe five following per- 
ſons, all Preſlyterians, had the chief hand in 
the Reſtoration; Sir Aut. Aſhley Cooper, after- 
wards Earl of Shafteſbury; Sir Arthur Anneſley 
afterwards Earl of Angleſey; Denzil Hollis, 
created Lord Hollis; the Earl of Mancheſter , 
and Lord Roberts +.” | 

« The Preſbyterians and the Royaliſts, (ſays 
Hume) being united, formed tlie voice of the 
nation; which called for the king's reſtoration. 


The kingdom was almoſt entirely in the hands of 


the former party (the Preſbyterians ): ſome zeal- 


< Jous leaders amongſt them began to renew the 


* Rapin's Hiſt, of Engl. vol. xiii. p. 22), 241, 242. 
+ Hitt. of his Times, vol. it. p. 242. Marg. note. 
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demand of conditions but the general opinion 
ſeemed to condemn theſe jealous capitulations 
with their ſovereign—The leaders of the Preſby- 
terians, the Earl of Mancheſter, Lord Fairfax, 
Lord Roberts, Hollis, Sir Ant. Afpley Cooper, 
Anneſtey, Lewis, were determined to atone for 
paſt tranſgreſſions.” — Again, The king's 
negligent ingratitude to the unfortunate Ca- 
valiers, admits of ſome excule; as he had been 
reſtored more by the efforts of his reconciled 
enemies (the Pre/byterians) than of his antien 
friends “.“ | 
„ The Preſbyterians, ſays another hiſtorian, 
were the ſole cauſe of the Reſtoration. I do not 
ſay helpers towards it, but cauſers of it: and 
that it would not, could not, have been 
brought about by any other party. — Through 
the whole tranſaction there was ſcarce any one 
agent, who was not a Preſbyterian, above the 
character of a letter carrier. General Monk was 
a Preſbyterian, or rather an Independant ; ſo were 
his two chaplains Grumble and Price; ſo were Sir 
Ant. Afpley Cooper, Mr. Anneſiev, Sir William 
Morrice, Lord Fairfax, Hollis, Ingoldſiy, Har- 
ley, Admirals Montagu and Lawſon, Gerrard, 
Lewis, Waller, the Earls of Northumberland 
and Mancheſter—in a word, the council of ſtate, 
which governed before the king came in, were 
all Preſbyterians : it was impoſſible for men of 
any other profeſſion to manage ſuch a matter, 
without troops, without ſhips, without money, 
without a town or caſtle; all which were in the 
poſſeſſion of the council of ſtate, and their 
General Monk +.” 


* Hume's Hiſt. of Gr. Brit. vol. ii. p. 113. 158. 
+ Critic, Hiſt. of Engl. vol. ii. p. 307, 308. 
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TrsdLyY, The Prefoyterians, (whom the king, 
with too much truth, perhaps, uſed afrerward: 
to call God's filly people) truſting to his declaration 
from Breda, ſolemnly promiſing liberty to tender 
conſciences ; and that no mau ſhould be diſquietad for 
differences of opinion in matters of religion; which 
did not diſturb the peace of the kingdom : and relying 
upon the fair ſpeeches and aſſurances of his 
friends ; and fome of them, perhaps, duped by 
the low cunning of the king; who, a committee 
of their miniſters being ſent to him at Breda, 
ordered them to be in waiting whilſt he, good 
prince, was withdrawn to pertorm his private de- 
votions; in which his heart was fo enlarged, that 

his voice was diſtinctly heard by the miniſters in 
the anti-chamber, devourly © thanking God tba. 
* he was @ COVENANTED King" (alluding to the 
ſolemn league and covenant, to which he had bound 
himſelf by the moſt ſacred of oaths) “ and 
& that be hoped that the Lord would give him air 
* humble, meek and forgiving ſpirit.” — However 
it was, either infatuated and deluded, by the 
fair promiſes of the king, and his treacher- 
ous friends; or preſſed by the civil diſcord, and 
the total diſorder into which they apprekended 
the nation was again running — the Pre/byterians, 
truſting to his honour, without any conditions re- 
ſtored the king to the throne—and now, behold 
the gratitude, with which he requites them! 
For, 

FourTHLY, Two years had ſcarce elapſed, be 
fore, by all the artifices of court- management; by 
the influence and zeal of tyrannical and bigotted 
prelates; by lying and ſkam plots, and pretended 
conſpiracies, he Ad of Uniformity was by a ſmall 
majority paſſed into a law: by which two _ 

lan 
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% fand of our miniſters” (the very men who had 
ſo ſucceſsfully helped forward his reſtoration) 
„ were caſt out of their livings; and expoſed, 
« with their diſtreſſed families to innumerable 
« ſufferings. To ſpeak any thing derogatory of 
* the Common Prayer, was puniſhed, for the firſt 
„ offence, with a whole year's impriſonment, with- 
out bail or mainprize; and the ſecond offence, 
„ with impriſonment for life: the meeting for 
„religious worſhip, in any ſeparate aſſemblies, 
* was puniſhable with ſevere fines, with impriſon- 
„ ment, and baniſhment :” The gaols were ſoon 
filled with the anbappy RESTORERS of this vagg- 
bond king: their houſes were pillaged; their 
families reduced to beggary and want. An efti- 
mate was publiſhed of near eig. thouſand eſ- 
tant Diſſenters who periſhed in priſon, in the ſuf- 
ferings on a religious account, in the reign of this 
ungrateful, perfidious Prince: and by ſeyere 
penalties inflicted on them, for no other crime but 
aſſembling to worſhip God, they ſuffered in their 
trades — eſtates in the compaſs of a few years at 
leaſt, it is ſaid, two millions “. — 

This was the king who had himſelf three ſeveral 
times taken the Scots Covenant; deelared ſolemn] 
his deteſtation of Popery and Prelacy ; Ker 
never to tolerate them in any part of his domi- 
nions ; and in the moſt ſolemn manner ſwore þy 
the eternal and almighty GoD, who liveth and reign- 
i for ever, that he would not only enjoin the 
Covenant, but fully eſtabliſh Preſbyterian govern- 
ment, and their Directory for 9 and ob- 
ſerve them in his own practice and family, and 
never to oppoſe them, nor endeavour any change. 


Critic. Hiſt, of Engl. p. 411. and Neal's Hiſt. Purit. vol. 
. P. 544. 
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„ By the Ad of Uniformity, ſays Mr. Locke on 
* this fubject, all the clergy of England are ob- 
„ liged to ſubſcribe and declare the Corporation 
© oath, viz. That it is not lawful, upon any pre: 
* tence whatſoever, to take arms againſt the king.” 
(A poſition moſt dangerous as well as falſe; abſo- 
Jutely ſubverſive of our preſent happy conſtitution, 
and which themſelves, in the ſucceeding reign, 
openly diſavowed; and acted in direct oppoſition to 
it.) This they readily complied with: for you 
« muſt know, that ſort of men are taught rather to 
« obey than underſtand. And yet, that Barthols- 
& mew-day was fatal to our Church and religion; 
<< by throwing out a very great number of worthy, 
learned, pious, and orthodox Divines, who 
could not come up to his oath and other things 
jn that at. And ſo great was the zeal in carry- 
„ing on this Church affair, and ſo blind the 
% obedience required, that if you compute the 
* time of paſſing the adt, with that allowed for 
e the clergy to ſubſcribe the book of Common 
« Prayer thereby eſtabliſhed, you will find it 
© could not be printed and diſtrihuted, ſo as that 
© one man in forty could have ſeen and read the 
e book they did ſo perfectly aſſent and conſent 
« to 9 
To conclude - The inſtruction we are to learn 
hence; is to ſay with Lord Strafford, (whole 
faithful and long ſervices his ſovereign + reward- 
ed, with, in effect, ſigning a death warrant to cut 
off his head) Put not your truft in princes, nor it 
the ſons of men, for in them there is no belp ! But 
we thank Gow, there is a Sox or Man whom 
He hath conſtituted Prince over all the kings e 


* Critic. Hiſt, of Engl. vol. ii. p. 350. Maiz. Collec. p. 61. 
_ + Charles I. : 
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the earth, (Rev. i. 5.) in whoſe ſupremacy wwe 
triumph; in whom with firm confidence and ſecu- 
rity WE truſt : we glory in being his ſubjefs; and 
rejoice in the aſſurance that his kingdom of 7ighte- 
ouſneſs, of liberty and truth, ſhall finally prevail: 
and that every loſs we ſuſtain, and every temporal 
emolument and advantage we' forego, out of con- 
ſcience towards God, and from allegiance to H1m, 
the only king in his Church, will be magnificently 
rewarded, 1n that glorious everlaſting kingdom 
which, according to his promiſe, we know will 
ſhortly take place. 

In the mean time, we are content, if the will 
of God be ſo, to be caſt out and reproached, and 
to ſuffer great worldly diſcouragements, (which, 
in all ages, hath been the lot of ſome of the wiſeſt 
and worthieſt and beſt men upon earth) in the 
aſſured expectation that there are times of refreſhing 
coming from the preſence *, or appearing, of this 
great Kix d of the Church; when every man will 
riſe into glory and honour, or ſink into ſhame and 
everlaſting contempt, according to the fidelity, 
or negligence of his preſent conduct: and to all 
ſhall be recompenſed according to their preſent 
works. 

Amen! Even ſo come Lord Jeſus ! 


IN Acts iii. 19. 


N. B. The above account hath been given chiefly 
with a view to ſhew the great ingratitude and 
treachery of Charles the Second, and to ſet in its 
true light an hiſtorical fact, which ſeems to be for- 
gotten in the repraaches occaſionally thrown outs 
againſt the Diſſenters, as enemies to monarchical 
govern- 
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goderument: for otherwiſe, it reflefs 10 little dif: 


2 «pon the Preſbyterians, that they were fe. 
red by the King's promiſes, and that they did 1; 
improve the glorious opportunity which Bis Reftors- 
tion afforded, of obtaining a real ſeturity both to re. 
kigiotes and civil liberty. | 


THE END, 


